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CoNGRES!!!,

2d Session.

•

REPORT
OJ'

THE SECRETARY OF WAR,
COl!IMUNICA TING

(In compliance with a resolution of the Senate)

Information in relation to the contracts made for the removal and suhsistence of the Choctaw Indians .

• 7, 1845.

FEBRUARY

Read, •and ordered to be printed,

•
DEPARTMENT OF

WAn, February 6, 1845.

Srn: I have the honor to communicate the information required from this
department by the resolution of the Senate of the 29th ultimo, in relation
t o the contracts which have heretofore been made for the removal of the
Choctaws remaining ·east of the Mississippi river, and for their subsistence
for twelve months after their arrival in the country assigned to them west
of the Mississippi; and whi~h also requires this department to "furnish
a copy of all such contracts," and to give detailed information upon several specific inquiries submitted in the same resolution.
I transmit copies of three contracts made for the purposes of the removal and subsistence of the Choctaws remaining east of -the Mississippi
river-one dated on the 3d of Marrh, 1843, made by the Hon. John C.
Spencer, then the Secretary for this department, with Alexander Anderson, for the removal of those Indians by steamboat transportation, from
some point above or below Vicksburg to Fort Coffee, on the Arkansas.
The execution of this contract was subsequently found to be impracticable, because the Indians refused to emigrate by water in steamboats; and
for the further reason, that they designed to remove to and settle in the
neighborhood of Fort Towson, on the Red river.
The other two contracts, made by myself, on the 5th and 10th of September, 1844, with Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester, Samuel Cobb,
and James Pickens, providing for the two objects, (the emigration and
subsistence for twelve months,) will-probably be viewed as carrying upon
their face answers to many of the more material inquiries embraced by
the resolution of the Senate. Those contracts contain~ explicitly and exclusively, all and every stipulation between the contractors and the General Government in any way relating to the removal and subsistence of
those Choct_aw Indians remain~ng in Mississippi. There ha~ not ~een,
nd there 1s not now, any private understanding, or any stipulation or
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"
agreement, extraneous
of those written papers. The contracts, on recorcI
in the Indian bureau, stand precisely as they were when executed, not
one word having been changed, either expressedly or impliedly.
Anxious to meet the objects of the call made upon this department, in the
way which I conceive to be the most exP,licit and satisfactory, 1 shall now
proceed and give a distinct answer to each of the specific inquiries, as they
stand upon the face of the resolution.
Although I did not advertise in the newspapers for the rece.ption of
proposals or bids for the contracts in question, for reasons which will be
assigned in this communicatio n, yet the object was avowed, and generally known ; so much so, that very many made inquiries upon the subject
at the department, and there \Vere submitted and communicated as many
as twenty-five proposals, from different and distant parts of the Union.
Those proposals were generally, if not altogether, laid upon my own table-were examined and carefully preserved-aqd in no instance was
any one bid, so far as my knowledge extends, communicated to others who
were competitors for the contracts.
After having delayed, with a view tq be the better informed upon the
subject, until much of the season had passed, I found, upon opening and
examining all the propositions, that the present contractors, Alexander
Anderson, John B. Forester, Samuel Cobb, and James Pickens, were for
the contract for subsistence fully as low as any other "bidder," and were
the very lowest bidders, if the proposal marked No. I, upon the ~ccompanying list of proposals, means six cent8 per ration, or its equivalent
per capita. However, that list speaks for itself, and will furnish the answer to this particular inquiry of the resolution.
Acting upon the impression that I am not exceeding the limits of the
demand made upon this department by the terms of the above resolution,
I shall briefly present to the Senate the reasons by which I was go!erned
in coming to the -conclusion that it was neither expedient nor reqmred _by
law to advertise for proposals for the performance of those acts to which
the contracts in question relate.
Taking a view of the laws of Congress which might be thought to ~ear
upon this subject, and reflecting upon the peculiar nature ef the serv1c_es
required to be executed, I came decidedly to the opinion that the official
duty I was called upon to perform fell within the general powers of the
Executive, and for its faithful discharge in the pres_e nt instance I was
alone responsible. This conclusion, to which my mind was brought by
the investigation of the subject, is fortified by precedent, and by the fact,
that the usage of this department has not been altogether uniform .. I had
further rea~on to be satisfied with that conclusion by considerations of
expediency and humanity towards a defenceless and submissive race of
men-one, in a treaty with whom, the Un ited States declare they" shall
be removed from their native abodes to their new homes at their expense,
and under the care of discreet and careful persons, who will be kind and
brotherly to them."
·.
The question presented in the resolution presupposes that it is the d?ty
of the _Government, by law, to make known its intention to remove~ tn_be
of lndlans under tr eaty tipulationo by public notice, as well as to mvHe
propo als_ for such removal, and the subsi tence of the emigrants for the
u ~a.1 peno<l of twelve month , and that th re is an act of Congre-s requmn"' such public adverti eruent.

3
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J ·b elieve it is admitted that the hi~tory, language, and uniform construction of the law of the 3d March, 1809, confine the bearing and operation
of its third section to contracts for supplies, or services properly and
strictly military, 50 far as it refers to .!he War ~epartm~nt, and bas never
in any way been viewed as extend mg to Indian affa1rs. However, all
doubt is removed, and that law can no longer be recurred to upon this
question, since the organization of the department 'of Indian affairs by the
act of Conuress of t·he 30th of June, 1834, the seventeenth section of · ·
which vests°the President of the United States with authority, to be exercised as he may think fit, for carrying into effect its various provisions, as
well as those of any other act relating to Indian affairs ; and the last section· of the same act expressly repeals "all acts or parts of acts contrary
to its provisioJ!1." . This latter law, therefore, is the only one to which
our attention is called, requiring in any manner advertisements inviting
proposals, and public notfoe to be· given of the intention of the Government to make 'purchases on Indian accoµnt.
.
The thirteenth section of that law enacts that all "merchandise" required by any Indian treaty · for the Indians, payable after making such
treaty, shall be purchased under the direction of the Secretary of War,
upon proposals to· be received, based on notices previously given . "
The term "merchandise," although comprehensive in its common signification, l apprehend is intended only to apply to the purchase of such
articles as may be specifically detailed in the tr~aty stipulations, and made
" payable" by the United States to the Indians ; such as, for instance,
blankets, cloth, calico, ornameRts, and other dry goods, as well as salt, paints, tobacco, guns, implements, &c. The term does not apply to andinclude the peculiar service of emigration and subsistence. This, in my
humble opinion, the plain and obvious meaning of the term, is rendered
u nquestionable by a recurrence to ,the report of the Committee on Indian .
Affairs, made on the 20th May, 1834, accompanied by the bill which became a law, without any modification of the language I have quoted. ( See·vol. 4, House Reports, 1833-'34, page 10.) ,
The clause was no doubt inserted by · the committee to guard, as they
expressly declare, against abuses which had "existed in relation to the
supply of 'goods,' for presel1ts at the makirig ·of treaties, or to fulfil treaty
stipulations." The abuses intended to be remedied, and upon which the .
com mittee dwell in their report, had no reference to emigration, or subsistence during the emigration, or subsistence after its termination. By
turning to the word "merchandise," employed in so many of our Indian,
treaties, it will always be found to be used as synonymous with the w01·d
"goods," and uniformly in connexion wjth such articlei:; as those I havespecified. The construction thus given to the lahguaO'e of the thirteenth
section of the act of June, 1834, is not opposed by th~ regulations of the
Indian bureau, marked No. 71, and adopte.d on the 1st June, 1837. That
regulation, in its first paragraph, prescribes that "the word merchandise
will be construed to include every article stipulated to be furnished to
lndiahs after the ratification of a treaty." But its subsequent paragraphs,
pr_escribin~ the duties of the superintendent, agent, and sub-agent of _the
tnbe, and intended to carry out the provisions of the rule, are not applicable to emigration and the one year's subsistence. But the '' revised reguations" expressly" concerning the emigration of Indians," and adopted for
he express purpose of directing the mode of conducting "the service of
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removal· and subsistence of tribes," merely declare, in reference to" supplies," ( a different word from "merchandise," and distinctly meaning
provisions,) where "officers and agents" of the Government shall be employed in that service, "it is desirable that all the important supplies
should be procured by contracts upon previous public notice, inviting proposals; and this rule will be adhered to, where there are not strong reasons
to the contrary."
.
If an act of Congress prescribed the rule, how could any "revised regulations" of the department dispense with, change! or modify it?
Thus I have directed attention to and taken a brief view of the only
laws and the only regulations of the department bearing upon this peculiar public service. 1 did not desire the responsibility which I have assumed. It would have been much more convenient for t~e department to
liave thrown it off, and to have given the contracts for the emigration upon
a long journey, and their subsistence in their new homes for a year afterwards, not only of the men, but of the women and children, of a friendly
and faithful tribe, to any, the lowest "bidder," without regard to competency or the feelings of those over whom the Government has always
been presumed to act as the kind guar_d ian, and in neglect of the express
promise of the treaty, that their removal should be conducted "under the
. care of discreet and careful persons, who would be kind and brotherly to
· them."
. It is admitted that, in many instances, although not in all, it has been
practised by the department to invite proposals only for the one year~s subsistence. The usage not having been uniform, is very plain evidence
that the understanding in the department has been, that the rule was not
prescribed by any act of Congress. Otherwise, the law would have been
imperative, and the rule under it an invariable one.
There may be one instance, or more, as an e:;ception; but it has not
been the usage of the department to advertise or invite proposals for the
emigration, and subsistence whilst emigrating, of the Indians. If the act
of Congress of June, 1834, applies to the one year's subsistence, it e9ually,
if not more forcibly, applies to the service of emigration and subs1s!en~e
whilst on the journey; because the amount paid for the latter service 1s
generally greater than that paid for the former. It would be quite as convenient, too, and could be made fully as definite and precise, for the department to advertise and make a contract for the one service as the
other; for it is not easy to perceive a difference between subsistence ?f
Indians for months on a journey, and subsistence for months whilst at their
homes.
In many instances, ( and they are referred to as affording evidence of t~at
general and discretionary power exercised by the Executive,) supenntendents of emigration, Indian agents, and officers of the army, have been
employed by this department to emigrate and provide subsistence for bo~ie of Indians; and a recurrence to the records of the Indian bureau will
c:how, that when the Government thus undertook to do the work itself, it
w much more expensive than it can be under the contracts I have executed .
·
. W~il t the e con racts may be deemed as having made car~ful prov· •
wn , m the lan 1rua~e of the treaty, "for the kind and brotherly treatm~ot
0
~. tie cmi~r. tin~ l1 dians, it may, I trust, be considered a
comporoo
1th the pmt ot the resolutio to invite the attention of the Senate, for
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the purpose of comparison, to the following memorandum from the Indian
bureau of other contracts for the emigration and subsistence of tribes of
Indians from the east to the west side of the Mississippi river. The examination may possibly afford some testimony upon the question, whether
the contracts now attracting attention have been or have not been made
with severity upon the contractors, and with an anxious regard to economy
and the interests of the Government.
It will be borne in mind, that, by those contracts, the two services, the
emigration, with all its attendant duties, and their subsistence for twelve
months at their new homes, are to be performed for the sum of $46 71 ½

per capita.
.?t!E.MORANDUM.

Cost of remov!ll and subsistence of the following tribes, per, head, viz:
Cherokees, removal, ( arrangement with General Scott)
Cherokees, removal, ( actual cost)
]838-'39, subsistence for 12 months - ·
v

•

· -

- ·.

$65 88
103 25
52 82

156 07
Chickasaws, remo,al, per head
1887, 1838-'39\ subsistence for 12 months, (und er arrangement for an exchange of provisions)
- ,
,1.

$91 66

Pottawatomies, removal, per contract Pottawatomies, do.
do.
J 839 an~ 1840, subsistence for 12 months

$55 00
60 00
21 90

50 37

142 08

136 90
Choctaws, removal
1832, 1833-'34, subsistence for 12 months

$69 64
27 37

97 01
Creeks, removal, per contract
1837 arid 1838, subsistence for 12 months

$28 50

33 94
62 44

Seminoles-subsistence, 13 cents per ration on contract without advertisement.
'
'
Chickasaws-subsistence, 4.75 cents per ration per contract of 1st Febr uary, 1843.
'
Seminoles-subsistence, 3.62½ cents per ration by A.H. Olmstead, under
contract 28th September, 1842. This man, it i; said, lost by his contract.
I close this reference to precedents by remarking that the Cherokee
treaty of 1835 contains the stipulation that the Government shall pay
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$53 83 per capita for the removal and s~bsist~nc~ of the tribe; and bv
atta~hing to this report copies of a con~ract made by John J. M~'tae, Esq:,
Indian agent, on the 21st of September, 1843, with Cobb and Pickens,
for the twelve mor;itbs' "subsistence'' of Choctaws, at $30 per capita, wit
extracts from lett~rs upon the subject -from the ,Commissioner 0£ Indian
~ffairs, and also the acceptance, on the 7th July, 1843, by my predeceasor
m office, of a proposal made the day before by W. C. Johnson, for the
subsistence for 12 months of the Indians west of the Mississippi, at the
rnte of 8¼ cents per ration, equivalent for $30 11 ¼per capita, together with.
the letter addressed to this department by Mr. Johnson, under date of the
·20th March, 1844, explanatory of .the circumstances and conditions under
which his proposition was made, and expressly waiving it if the Indians
were to be interested in the arrange·ment for the emigration.
It is true, that in relation to those two contracts, ( if they may be so
called,) the one was immediately "annulled," and the other, a few days
after the acceptance, was declared to be "cancelled." But they were
not t~us arrested and set aside for either of the reasons, that there were
no previous public advertisements, or that the price at $30 per capita wa
·t oo high.
In looking at the action of this department in reference to the removal
and subsistence of this very remnant of Choctaws, it appears to have been
the impression of my predecessors, that contracts might be mad~ without
previously advertising for proposals.
•
The provisions purchased under the order of a late Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, to subsist the Chickasaws aHd other Indian tribes in the
west, were in part purchased by officers of the Government without advertisement in the year 1837.
·
A contract was made, by order of the Hon. Mr. Bell, with Robert West,
without advertisement, in 1841, as was the one already referred to by
Mr. Spencer, on the 3d day of Marrh, 1843, with · General A,iderson ,
without inviting proposals.
.
.
Under the special instructions of the War Department, and with a v~ew
to conciliation, the contract made-with John Rose and the Cherokee chiefs
was concluded without advertisement, and, I believe, set aside a contract
made on proposals submitted on advertisement.
•
I formed the opinion, from these facts, that it was neither expedient nor
required by law to advertise; and I was the more indQced to believe so,
because the removal and subsistence of these Indians constituted apeculiar kind of service, which might render it very impolitic to give the
contract to the lowest bidder. The material considerations were, to secure
persons well acquainted with the habits and dispositions of the Indians,
who would inspire them with confidence, treat them with generosity,_ and
have an influence over them, so as to P-ncourage and promote their emigration. \,Vere you, without making such selection, to invite proposals, an
give the contracts to the lowest bidder, you would be sure to hear of poor
and scanty rations, and many and well-grounded complaints from the poor
Indians.
R~pre~entations in writing were made to me, ( the last one. in May,
18~4?) _s1g?ed by a large majority of the congressional delegations from
M1ss1ss1pp1 and Alabama, in which the removal of the Choctaws fro
those States. was urgently pressed ; the hope expressed that they ":ould
e treated with h manity and kindness, as well after as during the emi r -
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t ion; and the suggestion made, that this object would be more likely to be
obtained if the Choctaw chiefs should, on terms not higher than could be
obtained from others, have the management and contract of the emigration of the subordinates.
These papers are referred to, as sm~taining the general course I have
pursued in this matter. They show, first, the concurrent opinion of the
members of Congress who sign them; second, they furnish the . reason
why Cobb and Pickens, the two Choctaw chiefs, were made ·c o-contractors
with General Anderson and Colonel Forester ; and, 'thirdly, they explain
why estimates were called for by me from General Gibson and ·a~neral
Jesup.
,
Having given the contract for the removal' of the Indians to General
Alexander Anderson and others, it became a matter of exped~ency and
·much convenience to give the contract for subsistence also to the same
contractors. By thus combil'ling the two contracts in the same p_e rsons,
they would proceetl, and be executed harmoniously. There ·would be ·no
jarring between parties having different interests and different duties to
perform. Those conducting the emigration would, theniselves, be' ~ware.
of the preparations, both as to the number of Indians and the time of (heir
arrival, necessary to be made of supplies for the prompt s'ubsistence of the
,emigrants. This arrangement, likewise, will afford convenience to the department, by relieving it from the necessity of keeping up a corresporid·ence, and giving notices which would be required, were the agre£itrients for
the two services given to differeht contractors. These considerations might
have justified the department in overlooking the very lowest bidper, had
the terms of the proposals rendered it necessary~
' ·
'The contract made with Alexander Anderson, on the 3d of March, 1843,
before I had charge .of this department, trammelled and · embarrassed ine
in making the arrangement for the emigration of the Indians. Th-at contract (a copy of which is herewith transmitted) provided only for the partial execution of that service. . H,ad its execution been practicable, it
would have compelled this; department to have entered into two other
contracts-one, for the collection and removal of the Indians' from the interior of the State to the river Mississippi; and the other, for their reception
at Fort Coffee, on the Arkansas, and transportation across to Fort Towson,
on the Red river.
·
The ·holder of this contract, alleging his willingness to execute it, in-sisted upon its valid obligations, and his,claims under it upon the Government. However, as the insurmountable repugnance of the Indians to
emigrate by water was admitted, the proposition was finally made and assented to, with the knowledge and approbation of the Executive, that
land transportation should be substituted for that by water, and that two
,of the most faithful and economical officers of the Government should estimate the cost of the former mode of removal. Generals Jesup and Gibson accordingly made the estimate at the sum ( $26 71 ~) inserted in the
contract for emigration. Thus was the one contract simply substituted for ~he
other, and making at once the more convenient provision for the entire
service of emigration. The language and the mod·e of submitting the
-estimate to those officers were not satisfactory to General Anders~n, and
he made a formal written complaint to the President of the severity and
injustice of this department. The appeal was unavailin1;, as will be seen
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by _turni~g to that paper, and the endorsement of the President, accompanying this report.
This sum of $26 71 ½ per capita expressly covers, as will be seen by a
:perusal of the contract, every expense attendant upon the emigration. It
mcludes the compensatio n for collecting, for the rendezvous, for ferriages ,
for covered wagons, tents, medicines, medical attendance, baggage of the
emigrants, subsistence whilst being collected at the rendezvous and on their
journey; and, in sho t t, as is expressly declared, it includes 'every manner and description of expen se attending their emigration, from this moment, ( the date of the contract,) until the agent receipts for their delivery
to him in the Choctaw cou ntry, where they may settle." After this quotation from the contract itself, it may be superfluous to remark, in further
reply to that particular branch of the resolution of the Senate, that there
is not "any contract, agreement, or understanding, that the contractors
are to have any additional allowance for ferriages or other causes."
It may be here, also, not improper to remark, that the Quartermaster
General and the Commissary General of Subsistence estimated the "cost'"
of subsistence at the new homes of the Choctaws to be 5.8T\ cents per
ration, or $21 3lf0 , for the year, per capita. But, although the" cost"
was thus estimated by those officers of the Government, I refused to assent to it, because I had only submitted to them to estimate the cost o
collecting and removing the Indians. I therefore made no increase to tbat
estimate, but kept the compensation at the sum of 51"'· cents, or $20, contained iQ the "bid," and as it is inserted in the contract.
In reference to the inquiry relative to the bonds and surety" given by
the contractors," I have to report, that I herewith transmit copies of the
only bonds which have as yet been furnished for the" faithful perform!nc?"
of the contracts. They are accompanied by the certificates of the district
attorney of the United States and the report of the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs.
These certificates, not having been in exact conformity to the offic~ reg·
ulation, the penalties being very large, and that, for such amounts,. 1t was
intimated to me the bail was inadequate, I only accepted and directed
them to be filed as security in part, and required additional bonds to be
furnished. · The obligors readily assented, and only requested an extension of the time, to enable them to obtain and transmit the bonds from the
State of Mississippi. For this purpose, copies of the bonds were delivere
to Colonel Forester, one of the contractors. A letter received from that
gentleman, dated in Mississippi, on the 2d of D~cember last, gave th~
promise that the additional bonds should be transmitted by the next mat
-to the department. But none have since been received. A letter, dat~d
on the 30th of October last, from Mr. Richard Adams, of Richmond, V_1rginia, one of the bidders for the contract of subsistence, a copy of which
is annexed, will exhibit the written notice communicated to this department of the inadequacy of the sectuities.
.
I shall not exonerate the contractors from my requisition for additional
security, although I do not apprehend that, in the mean time, any loss can
occur, or the interests of the Government be endangered, for no money ha
been advanced upon either contract· nor will a dollar be paid until the
services &~all be fully rend ered, agre~ably to the stipulations of the partie ·
By the information communicated to this depal'tment, it appears that the
contractors are actively and zealously engaged in the execution of the con-
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tract for emigration, and that about one th~usand Indians are now on their
journey to their new homes west of the Mississippi.
The information called for in reference to the scrip which has been issued by the department, under the provisions of the act of Congress of the
23d of August, 1842, will be found in the memorandum hereto appended,
from the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. And the copies of
the letters from the same office, and of my letter to Mr. Armstrong, dated
the 7th December, 1844, will show the names of the Indian agents to
whom that scrip h,as been transmitted, as well as the instructions for its
delivery. Those agents are under bonds for the faithful discharge of their
official duti~s. And presuming that the resolution of the Senate has -allusion to the agent last appointed by the Executive, in conformity to a clause
in the contract and the usage of the Government, especially to accompany
the emigration, to give attention to and overlook the execution of the contract for emigration, ~pd to guard and protect the rights of the Indians, I
have to inform the Senate, that, under my directions, that agent gave bond,,
with two sureties, in the penalty of $50,000, a copy of which is hereto,
also appended.
I have no knowledge wh,a tsoever myself, nor am I aware that the·
records of the department show, that the agent already referred to, or any
superintendent of Indian ~ffairs, or any Indian agent, or emigrating agent,
·" is in any manner interested in either of the contracts above referred to.''
Since writing the foregoing, I have this moment (on the morning of the
5th instant) received from the hands of the honorable Mr. Thompson, of
· the House of Representatives, the additioual bonds, signed by the contractors, and by A.H. Halsey, W. H. Bowman, William Hall, B. J. Jacoway, John S. Guion, W. A. Ward, Gustavus A. Ware, W. L. Perkins,,
_ Norval Douglass, F. S. Hunt, and J. H. Bowman, their sureties, accompanied by the usual certificates, made by a jud-ge of the United, States,.
copies of which ~e hereto annexed.
I now proceed to answer the last paragraph of the resolution, requiring
the Senate to be informed," whether the Secretary of War has given any
instructions himself,.or caused them to be, given by any other person, t0,
the Choctaw agent, aiking or urging him to license any person to tradewith the Choctaw Indians in the country west; and, if so, the name of
the person to be licensed."
To this clause of the resolution, relating to the exercise of the patronage·
of the War Department in the bestow-al of licenses to trade with a particu-lar tribe of Indians, a ready and prompt answer is given. At my own sug-·
gestion, or to gratify my own wish, or to serve a friend, 1 have never be-stowed a single license. I authorized Major Armstrortg, Indian superintendent, to give a license to trade with the Choctaws to John B. Guthrie,.
of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in compliance with the express direction of
the President of the United States, contained in a written memorandum
addressed to me. This is the solitary instance in the whole range of Indian affairs in which I have acted. And whether the person thus nominated has ever received, accepted, or exercised the privilege intended to
be given to him by the President, is unknown to this department .
. In conclusion, I have the honor to say, that I have hereto annexed a
h st of the copies of the communications referred to in this report, and
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which are deemed to have relation to the subjects mentioned in the resofotion.
·
·
I have the hopor to be, sir, with high respect, your obedient bumble

-servant,
WILLIAM WILKINS,

Secretary of War.
H,on. W. P. MANGuM,'
President of the Senate.

List of documents accompanying the report of the Seeretary of War of
February 6, 1845, in answer to the resolution of the Senate oj January
~~' 1845~

.

List of proposals (or removal and subsistence of Chocta~s.
Williarµ Co~t Johnson's proposals for removal and subsistence of Choctaws.
~, Memorandmn" of cost of removal and subsistence.
" Memorandum" of the half scrip delivered.
~ecretary of War to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, November 8, 1844.
Secretary of War to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, November 7, 18i4 .
. ,Secretary of War to William Armstrong, December 17, 1844.
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to H. N. Barstow, November 7, 1844.
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to Secretary of War, November 23, 1844.
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to Secretary of War, October 14, 1844.
·Commissioner of Indian Affairs to Secretary of War, October 14, 1844..
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to S. C. Severance, December 3, 1844.
·Commissioner of Indian Affairs to William Armstrong, December 14, 1844.
·Commissioner of Indian Affairs to Tyler, Graves, & Rush, November 26, 1844.
Commissioner of Indian Affairs•to J. J. McRae, November 25, 1844.
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to J. H. Blake, November 27, 1844,
·Commissioner of Indian Affairs to J. J. McRae, November 25, 1844.
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to J. B. Guthrie, November 8, 184.4.
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to H. N. Barstow, November 7, 18i4·
'Secretary of War to William Armstrong, November 8, 1844.
Secretary of War to William Cost Johnson, December 26, 1844.
.Secretary of War to Anderson, Robinson, & Forester, August 20, 1844.
Commissioner oflndian Affairs to J. J. McRae, (extracts,) Dec. 2, 1842, and Mar. 16, 1843.
A. Anderson to President of the United States, May 15, 1844.
A. Anderson to President of the United States, August 21, 1844.
A. Anderson to Secretary of War, January 22, 1845.
Richard Adams to ecretary of War, October 4, 1844.
John B. Forester to Secretary of War, December 2, 1844.
John B. Forester to ccretary of War, September 6, 18.44.
John B. Forester and others to ecretary 0f War, eptember 5, 1844.
Hon. J. Thompson and others to ecretary of War, December 22, 1842.
Hon. D. Dick on and others to ecretary of War, May 7, 1 36.
Hon. R. J. Walker and others to Secretary of War, May 4, 1844.
Hon. R. J. Walk rand other to ecretary of War, no date.
Daniel affaran to ecr tary of War, October 31, 1844.
muel Cobb :m J me Pick n, with J. J. McRae, contract, eptember 21, 1843.

11 .
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A. Anderson's contract with Commissioner of Indian Affairs of March 3, 184.3.
A. Anderson and others' contract with Commissioner of Indian Affairs of September 5, 1844.
A. Anderson and others' contract with Commissioner of Indian Affairs of September 10, 1844.
Statement of the bond of J. J. McRae, $20,000, January 81, 1843.
J. J. McRae's bond, $20,000, February 25, 1843.
Cobb, Pickens, and others' bond to J. J. McRae, for $100,000, of September 21, 1843.
A. Anderson, &c., bond $50,000, March 3, 1843.
A. Anderson, &c., bond $150,000, December 12, ·1844.
A. Anderson, &c., l)ond $200,000, September 5, 1844.
H. N. Barstow, bond $50,000, November 15, 1844.
A. Anderson and others, two bonds for $200,000 and $150,000, September 25, 1844.
WiJliam Cost Johnson to Secretary of War, March 20; 1844.

List of propositions made to ihe Sr,cretary of War for removal and ,ub.. ·
sistepce of the Choctaips.
1. Voorhees, Patterson, & Kirk, for subsistence, 6 cents per ration, or

$20 per year.*
2. Voorhees, Patterson, & Kirk, for removal, $14 per head for rations,
and $6 for each two-horse wagon per day, $10 for each four-horse
wagon per day; or, for every hundred Indians, $15 per head for rations,
and one wagon for that number; extra wagons as above, viz: $6 for
two-horse and $10 for four-horse.
·3, James Hoy, jr., for subsistence, 8 cents per ration. [Withdrawn.]
4. Pierce & Ratcliffe, for subsistence, 8 cents per ration, or $29 per year.
5. J. B. Clements, for subsistence, 7 cents per ration.
',
6. ~oorhead & Fleming, for subsistence, 7 cents per ration.
7. William B. Dameron, for removal and subsistence, $50 per head.
8. P. B. Anderson, for subsistence, 11 cents per ration.
9. W. Robinson, jr., for subsistence, 'a cents per ration.
10. W. Robinson, jr., for subsistence, 8 ceflts per ration. ·
11. Daniel Saffarans, for subsistence, 5 cents and 8 mills per ration; and,
for emigration, $33 ·33½ per he.ad.
12. Richard Adams, for subsistence, 5-~ cents per ration.
13. Fenlon & Patterson, for subsistence, 8! cents per ration.
14. William Cost Johnson, for subsistence, 8½ cents per ration.
15. Jacobs & McClung, for subsistence, 8½ cents per ration. ·
16. McNair & Guthrie, for subsistence, '7-10 cents per ration.
_
17. Ambrose J. White, for subsistence, 8 cents per ration.
18. John B. Macey, for emigration, $24 38; and for subsistence, $45 62 ;
for emigration and subsistence, $70 per head.
19. Morris & Patterson, for removal, $43.
20. R. Graves, for subsistence, 6! cents per ration.
21. General J. G. Jacobs, for subsistence, 7 cents per ration, or $25 50
per head.
.
22. J. B. Clements, for subsistence, $25 per head.
28. John Drennen, for subsistence, 6 cents pet ration, or as much lower
as any responsible man can take it.
24. J. B. Guthrie, for subsistence, 6 cents per ration, and as much lower
as any responsible man can take it.
• The meaning in this case may be a little doubtful ; for, at 6 cents the ration, it amounts to
$ 21 90 a head,
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25. John B. Forester, for Cobb & Pickens, for subsistence, $S0perhead.
26. Anderson, Forester, Cobb, & Pickens, at $20 for subsistence.
JULY

6, 1843.

Sin: . The undersigned proposes to furnish the Indians of the Choctaw
nation, who are now in the State of Mississippi, to be removed from that
State to the west of the Mississippi river, according to the treaty of Dancing Rabbit, of the 15th of September, 1830, with subsistence, in quantity,
upon the following terms, to wit : Each ration to be furnished at eight
and a quarter cents; and the subsistence, in quantity, to commence to each
Indian as soon as each may be removed, and to continue for twelve months
from and after the day upon which _each may arrive at the place of destination west of the Mississippi river, until each one of the whole numbe~
of said Indians, who may at any time be removed, shall have been so subsisted for twelve months after rett1oval.
.
WILLIAM COST JOHNSON.
Hon. J. M. PoRTER,

Secretary of War.
July 7, 1843.-Proposal accepted.

J. M. PORTER.
NoTE.-ln the accompanying_~ase, the entry of acceptance was ma~e
inadvertently, and under a misapprehension, and so Mr. Johnson was informed almost immediately thereafter, and as early as the 12th of July,
1843. The entry was considered conditional at the time, and I am clearly
of opinion was wrong, and therefore it is cancelled.

J. M. PORTER.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

July 24, 1843.
MEMORANDUM.

Cost of removal and subsistence of the following tribes, per head, viz:
Cherokees, removal, ( arrangement with General Scott)

Cherokees, removal, ( actual cost)
1888-'39, subsistence for 12 months

$65 8S
- $103 25
. 52 82
156 07

Chickasaws, removal, per head
1887, 1838-'39, subsistence for 12 months, under arrangement
f~r an exchange of provisions
-

$91 66
50 37
142 OS

Pottawatomies, removal, per contract Pottawatomies, removal, per contract 1839 and 1840, subsistence for 12 months

55 00
60 00
21 90
186 90

13
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$69 64
27 87

C hoc ta ws, removal
1832, 1833-'34, subsisten~e for 12 months

----

e

97 01

$28 50
88 94

Creeks, removal, per contract .
1837 and 1838, subsistence for 12 months

62 44

Seminoles-subsistence, 13 cents ,er ration, on contract, without advertisement.
Chickasaws-subsistence, 4.75 cents per ration, per contract of 1st of
February, 1843.
Seminoles-sqbsistence, 3.6.2½ cents per ration, by A.H. Olmstead, under
contract 28th September, 184~. This man,"it is said, lost by his contract .
MEMORANDUM.

1'here have been issued and sent to the agent in the State of Mississippi
pieces of scrip in amount as follows:
.

Pieces.

--

To whom issued.

.

By whom reported.

- Murray & Vroom Do
- Claibor.ne & Graves
Children over 10 years
of age
- Murray & Vroom Do .
166
- Claiborne & Graves
112 Chilµren under 10 years
of age
- Murray & Vroom 152
Do
- 1Claiborne & Graves
74 Heads of families

137
148

--789

-

Acres.

Amount .

23,680
43,840

$29,600
54,800

23,680
26,560

29,600
33,200

8,960
12,160

11,200
15,200

138,880

173,600

As much more as above, and for the same partjes, remains to be sent
from the department for delivery west, under the law of i>.3d August,
1842, which requires that not more than one-half the 3crip "shall be delivered to said Indian until after his removal to the Choctaw territory
west of the Mississippi river."
WAR DEPARTMENT, November 8, 1844.
_ Srn: You will file the two enclosed b~mds, given by Messl's. Anderson,
Forester, & Co. for the performance of their contracts for the removal and
subsistence of the Choctow Indians. I have accepted them. I have
a lso had copies of them made, and given to those contractors, upon their
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promise to furnish to the department additional security. For fhie rpose,
I _h~!_,e _given them1 reasonable extension of time, depending upon the
circumstances of tfieir residences being far in the Southwest, and that
they desire to send the additional security from Mississippi. The copies
were given to Colonel Forester, who left Washin&ton two or three days
since, for his home. In the mean time, the public mcurs no risk; for no
money can be advanced.
l r'e tui·n you the letter of Mr. Saffarans, addressed to you under date of
the 7th instant.
·
My construction of the articles of the Choctaw treaty, and decision
thereupon, are no secrets. I care not who knows them. In further reference to the subject of Mr. Saffarans's letter, I have only to say to you, that
I am sure in this instance, and in all others; you will be governed by a regard to the public interests and by the usages of your bureau.
I know nothing, and wish to remain ignorant, of the interests, claims,
and Spf!culations, to which Mr. Saffarans refers. · No interest or concern
in those things can be taken by any one in the department; and therefore
no preference, or partiality, or advantage, can be g~ined by any one of the
classes of persons to whom allusion is made in the letter. Whatever the
uages of your office will justify in furnishing to 01)e will be furnished
to all. All my acts in reference to the Choctaws and the treaty g,o to
your· bureau.
Respectfully, yours, &c.

WILLIAM WILKINS.

T. H.

Esq.,
Indian Bureau.

CRAWFORD,

'--WAR DEPARTMENT,

November 7,)844.

Mr. Crawford will instruct Mr. Armstrong, the acting superintende.n t
of Indian affairs, to ~rant a license to John B. Guthrie, of Pennsylvania,
io trade with the Indians in the Choctaw country west of the Mississippi
river, for three years.

WILLIAM WILKINS,

Secretary of War.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

December 17, 1844.

Srn: I believe it was on Saturday last that Mr. Crawford, of th~ Indian bureau, addressed you a letter, advising you of the probable emigration, within a very short time, of a portion of the Choctaw Indians to their
new homes west of the Mississippi. He also enclosed you copies o~ the
contracts entered into for the emigration and s.ubsistence of those Indians,
with Messrs. Anderson, Forester Cobb & Pickens, and gave you some
instructions in reference to the ;xecuti~n of those contracts, and author-ized you ~o employ un. agent for the purpose of attending to the is uinu
of the rahoi:l &c., to the Indians.
Upon reflection, l do not think it necessary, with a view to economy, to
mploy an additional agent. The Government may well feel assured that
every thing that is proper in refereng,e to the subsistence and emigratio
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of those Indians will bi attended to and effected by the agents already in.
their country. In addition to yourself and Mr. McRae, Mr. Barstow, of
Ohio, has recently been appointed and sent out, for the purpose of attending to the emigration of the Indians. It will be his duty ·to take care and:·
observe that the stipulations of the contracts are faithfully fulfilleo durin'g
the emigration and upon the arrival of the Indians at thei·r new homes. AndI presume he can also give attention to the manner in which the rations
are supplied, and the contracts for subsistence shalt be executed, aftertheir removal west of the Mississippi. His faithful performance of these·
duties will save the department from the necessity of employing an additional agent.
This information might well have been given to you by Mr. Crawford.
But I have written myself, because I desired to say a word or two to you
in relation to the contracts I have made.
·
With a view to carry out the wishes of the people ·o f Mississippi, I am
desirous to secure and expedite the emigration of the Choctaws. This
measure I wish to be effected with kindness · and humanity to those emigrants. And, whilst I design that not a single stipulation in either contract shall be impaired, or a word altered, yet it is my wish that every
prnper facility should be given by this department and its agents, calculated to p~omote the emigration to the west of the Mississippi. Having
made the contracts for the Government, I desire to see them successfully
executed by the contractors, and at the same time with an exact and just
fulfilment of all their stipulations. My wish to smooth the way to {he execution of the contracts is not to be taken as evidence that I desire to,
grant any special favor, or to change or relax any of the covenants ineitaer contract.
Your position, experience, and weight of character, may put much in
your power in reference to the emigration. I have no doubt you de- .
servedly possess influence; and I should be glad to know you join in the
views of the department, and will aid in promoting the removal of the Indians.
·
.
You are authorized to say to them, that their emigration shall not cause
their rights to be lost sight off; and that when upon the . west side of theMississippi they shall receive every attention and every benefit to which,
they are entitled.
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM WILKINS,
Secretary of War ..
Major WILLIAM ARMSTRONG,
.
Acting Sup't Ind. A{fafrs, Choctaw Agency, west of Arl1;ansas.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Office Indian Affairs, November 7, 1844.
Sm : By direction of the Secretary of War, you are appointed " an,
agent to witness the issues of provisions to the Choctaw Indians, on their
~migration from the State of Mississippi to the west, and to see that the
contracts and covenants of Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester, Samuel Cobb, and James Pickens, shall be complied with in every particular,
on the said removal and emigration, -and to take a.muster roll or census of
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e~ch party o~ Indians, as they shall reach the east bank of the Mississippi
11
nver, on their way west." ·
The bond provides for a penalty of SS0,000, conditioned to the faithful
. performance of the duties required from you, as said agent; and that you
will keep a true and faithful muster roll of each party of Indians, and for
the faithful delive_ry of any scrip that may come into your hands, as well
as for the settlement of your aecounts for any money that may be intrusted to you~ charge; and that you will punctually perform and fulfil all that
may be required of you in the premises. Your compensation will be five
·dollars per day for each and every day you shall be actively employed in
the discharge of the duties imposed, to commence when you enter upon
t hem.
·
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD.
HoRATIO

N.

BARSTOW,

Esq.,

Of Cleveland, Ohio, now in Washington, D. C.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Office lndian Affairs, November 23, 1844.
Sm : Having, agreeably to your directions, devoted as much cleric~l
force as could be employed on it to the preparation of the scrip that 1s
deliverable to the Choctaw Indians, according to the instructions you ha~e
issued' and the law of 1842, and the making of necessary lists of those m
whose names it is made out, it is now ready to be transmitted.
.
I will thank you to name the agent to whom it shall be sent for d~hvery,
on the conditions heretofore prescribed by you, and for such other mstru~-t ions as it may be your pleasure to give, that measures may be taken for
sending it off.
It has cost more labor than appears on its face ; what remains to be
done will not require more than a day.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Hon.

T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD.

w ILLIAM w ILKINS,
Secretary of War.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Office b:idian Affairs, October 14, 1844.
Srn: Within the period prescribed by the contract for the removal and
subsistence of the Choctaws, the contractors, Messrs. Anderson, Forester,
et al., filed the accompanying bonds, to secure the faithful fulfilment of the
provisions of those instruments.
In submitting them for your inspection, I beg leave to call your attention to the certificates of the district attorney, thereto annexed. These
you will perceive, differ in some respects from the form adopted by the
department, which is as follows, viz :
.
" I, A B, hereby certify that the securities to the foregoing bond are
amply sufficient for the penalty thereof."

A B, United Stales District Attorney.

17
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But as they agree substantially with the form, and would seem to con tain all that is requisite; I, if it meet your approbation, will apprize those
gentlemen of their reception, and of their approval by the department.
Very respectfully, your m,ost obedient servant,
·
T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD.
Hon. WILLIAM WILKINS,

Secretary of War.
DEPARTMENT OF WAR,

Office Indian Affairs, October' 14, 1844.
Srn: Within the period prescribed by the contracts for'the removal and
subsistence of the Choctaws, the contractors, Messrs. Anderson, Forester, &c., filed the accompa'nying bonds to secure the faithful fulfilment
of the provisions of those instruments.
In submitting them for your inspection, I beg leave to call your attention to the certificates of the district attorney, thereto annexed. This,
.you will perceive, differs in some respects from the form adopted by the
-d epartment, which is as follows, viz :

"I, A B, hereby certify that the securities in the foregoing bond are
:l mply sufficient for the penalty thereof."
A B, _
U. S. District ,fltlorney, 4'c.
But as they ,agree substantially with the form, and would seem to contain all that is requisite, I, if it meets yoJr approbation, will apprize those
g entlemen of their reception, and of their approval by the department.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD.
Hon. fV ILLIAM W ILKINs,

Secretary of War.

wAR

DEPARTMENT,

Office Ind-ian Affairs, December 3, 1844.
Srn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter ,of;the
28th ultimo, addressed to the Secretary of War, and to inform you that
Mr. H. N. Barstow's bond, therein enclosed, has been this day approved
by the Secretary.
Very respectfully, your most obedient ser"Vtlnt,

T. HARTLEY CH.AWFORD.

T. C.

SEVERANCE,

Esq.,

Cleveland, Ohio.

WAR DE:J?ART M ENT,

Office Inil,ian .Affairs, December 14, 1844.
Srn: I enclose a copy of a contract made by the department, on the 5th
day of September last, with Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester,
2
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Samuel Cobb, and James Pickens, and also a copy of a contract between
the same parties, dated the tenth day of the same month. You will perceive from these papers ·that the persons named have contracted to remove
the Choctaws now in Mississippi to the Choctaw country west, and to
subsist them for one year after their arrival.
You will please to receive these Indians as they shall arrive, and furnish receipts to the contractors on muster rolls of the several parties delivered to you, which is the evidence of their having transported so many
Choctaws, upon which they will be paid. It will also be necessary, I presume, to arrange with the contractors, on suitable points, for the issue of
their daily subsistence through the year·, so as to be most con.venient to all
concerned,. It will likewise be your duty to see that the issues are regularly and properly made, in conformity with the letter and spirit of the
contract; and, to enable you to perform the duty, you are authorized, when
yourself unable to give the requisite personal attention to the matter, to
employ a person,.at the compensation fixed by the regulations, viz: $2 50
per day, but only on the days when the issues are made, which it is supposed will not be more than two days in the week, unless perhaps in rery
warm weather. This letter is written by direction of the Secretary o

War.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD.
Major WILLIAM ARMSTRONG,

Acting Sup't Indian Affairs, Choctaw Agency, west of Arkansas .

•
w AR

DEPARTMENT,

Office Indian Affairs, November 26, 1844.
GENTLEMEN: On the 7th instant I addressed a communication to you ,
in which I quoted very fully from papers sent to me by the Secretary o
War, by which you would be informed ot his views as to the rule o~ conduct for you to pursue respecting the construction of the ninth sectI~n of
the act of Congress approved 23d August, 1842. I enclosed, at same time,
a copy of the opinion of the Attorney General of the United States _on
the subject, and a copy of a communication from the department, on wluch
that opinion was given, showing that the necessity for obtaining it gre_w
out of the then po:;ition of the claims reported on by your predecessor~. m
July, 1843. I then called your attention to the subject, particularly mt
reference to the claims to be adjudicated by you, and stated, that whe~
the "scrip goes out" for the cases allowed on the report of Messrs. Claiborne and Graves, directions would be given you respecting them, .
I now have to inform you, that I yesterday transmitted, by direction of
the Secretary of War, to John McRae, Esq., by private conveyance,seven
hundred and fifteen pieces of scrip for Choctaws. Of that amount, only
the claims of beads of families, indicated on the accompanying list m:t: ·
ed A, will require action at your bands. These are a portion of the clai ·
allowed by your predecessors, and, with the exception of those for la •
( a very _fe'"'.,) are particularly referred to in the following extract from
communication to me by the Secretary of War an 22d ultimo:
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"I find upon this schedule many cases where the board of commission€rs have allowed the claims, and you have marked, in pencil, that they are
'allowed for scrip,' or, generally, ' allowed,' and, in some few instances, land is allowed. In all such cases you
immediately do whatever may be necessary to carry into effect tne judgments of the board,
thus sanctioned by the department, and will, for that putpose, forthwith
issue the certificates, or scrip, or the patents, as the cases may respectively
require. The scrip, &c., will be transmitted to Mississippi, and placed in the
hands of the proper Indian agent for delivery, as I have heretofore prescribed," ( see fifth paragraph of Secretary's communication to me of
15th September last, a copy of which is_ herewith transmitted, marked B,)
"in all cases not objected to on account of fraud, or Jiable to the provision
of the ninth section of the law of August, 1842. Upon those implicated
by fraud or by the provision of the ninth section of the Jaw of 1842, the
scrip, &c., will be withheld until the decision thereupon by the co~missioners. Thus, the undisputed cases will alone be finalJay disposed of."
The nature of your duties respecting those claims is so explicitly set
forth in my letter of 7th instant, and in Jhe papers which accompanied it,
that it is not deemed necessary to instruct you specially in that regard.
Mr. McRae, to whom the scrip has been sent, has been instructed "not to
deliver it to the claimants until the commissioners shall have notified you
that the claims do not come within the exceptions indicated by the Secretary of War."
,
That you may be fully aware of the anxiety of this department for the
removal of the Choctaws, I send, as above stated, a copy of the instructions of the Secretary of War to me of 10th September last.
The Secretary of War also directs me to say,- he is very anxious that
you and Mr. McRae should do all that is legalJy in your power to remove
the Choctaws from the State of Mississippi.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

'"·ill

T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD.
Messrs.

TYLER, GAJNEs,

and RusH,

Choctaw Commissioners, Herbert's P. 0., Neshoba Oo., Mississippi.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Qffice Indian .lljfairs, November 25, 1844.
Sm: By direction of the Secretary of War·, I transmit herewith seven
hundred and fifteen pieces of scrip, issued in accordance to the law of 23d
August, 1842, for claims which have been examined and allowed by the
Choctaw commissioners, the allowance concurred in by the President of
the United States and the Secretary of War, and more particularly described on the accompanying list. This scrip is for the one-half only of
the amount of the respective claims, to be delivered by you "east," under the limitations and restrictions, and to the. parties, in accordance. with
the tenor of my letters to you of 11th ultimo and 7th instant, ( copies of
which I now forward,) and of this communication.
.
By my letter to you of the 7th instant, you .were informed of the decision of the Secretary of War in regard to the claims of children over ten
years of age at date of treaty, being as "distinct and separate from their
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parents as those of children who were under ten years of age at the same
time; and also that the patents and scrip were to issue to the children severally." And, further, that the scrip now in your hands, on account of
children, could not be deliv~red in any event, but that new issues, in accordance with said decision, would be made, and sent in lieu of that heretofore prepared. In accordance with that intimation, J now send one hundred and forty-eight pieces for children over ten years, whose names are
designated ·on list A, and on·e hundred -a nd twelve pieces for children under ten -years, whose names will be found on list B. You will therefore
return to this office the certificates heretofore sent to you on accpunt of
children.
l send, likewise, four hundred and fifty-five pieces of scrip for claims reported on by Claiborne and Graves, viz: one hundred and thirty-seven for
heads of families, one hundred and sixty-six for children over ten, and one
hundred and fifty-two for children 1:mder ten, particularly named, and cer,tificates describec\, on list C. These claims of heads of families are those
referred to in a communication from the Secretary of War to me of 22d
ultimo, in which he says: "I find upon this schedule many cases where
the board of commissioners have allowed the daims, and you have marked
in pencil t}lat they are " allowed for scrip," or, generally~ "allowed;" and~
in some few instances, land is allowed. In all such cases you will immediately do whatever may be necessary to carry into effect the judgments
of the board, thus santtioned by the department, and will, for that purpose, forthlvith issue the certificates, or scrip, or the patents, as the ~as_es
may respectively require. The scrip, &c., will be transmitted to M1ss1ssippi, and placed in the hands of the proper Indian agent, for delivery, as
I have heretofore prescribed, ( sE:e my letter to you of JJth October las~,)
"in all cases not objected to on account of fraud, or liable to the provision of the ninth section of the law of August, 1842. Upon those claims
implicated by fraud, or by the provision of the ninth section of the law of
1842, the scrip, &c., will be withheld until the decision thereupon by the
commissioners. Thus the undisputed cases will alone be finally disposed
of.'' The commissioners were written to upon this subject on the 7th
instant; and that you may more fully be informed of the actioH had upon
it, and of its direct bearing upon your duties, I send you a copy of my
letter to them. From the tenor of the Secretary's decision, and my coI?munication to the commissioners, you will perceive, that although the ~cr1p
in that ~lass of claims is forwarded, yet that you are not to deliver it to
the claimants until the commissioners shall have notified you that the
claims do not come within the exceptions indicated by the Secretary of

War.
In cases of heads of families, when they are reported as "?ead,' tb_e
certificates are issued to the txecutors or administrators of said dearl , if
such there be ; or, if not, then to the heirs and legal representatives_o!' th.e
deceased. In cases of children, the scrip is so framed that prov1s1on made according to the circumstances of the case, when you are ready to
deliver it .
.. With reference to the delivery of all the scrip, I am directed by the
Secretary of War as follows:
"You are hereby directed especially to instruct the agent of the Go~ern·
~ent, whoever he may be, who shall be appointed to the duty of dehv rng the patents and the scrip, to deliver the patents and the scrip thU3 P
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vided and issued, to each Indian who is entitled to the same, in person, if
he can be found and identified ; and, if not, to delive1· it to the nearest and
most discreet relative."
Your special attention is directed to the order; and, in connexion therewith, l suggest that the same direction [ be given] to the scrip of deceased
claimants, whether heads of families or otherwise.
On the accompanying .list, marked D, is ·designated the names of claimants_referred to in the following extract from a communication of the Secretary of War to me, of 22d ultimo, to which your particular attention is
r equired:
.
"All other cases contained in the schedule, and marked by you in pencil "rejected," will be suspended for the present, until I can gain time to
have them examined. You will give assurances to those Cho.etaws that
no unnecessary delay shall occur. Their cases, as ,they shall b.e reported,
will be taken up aod deoided pon. Give them every assurance that
their emigration shall not retard or impair the justice to which they are
entitled; that, in. their n:ew homes, they shall ieceive from the: authorities
of the Government humane and generous attention, and all their rights
be as fully protected as if they remained in Mi-ssi~sippi."
The Secretary of War directs me to say, he is very anxious that you
and the commissioqers should do all that is legally in your power to remove the Choctaws from the State of Mississippi.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD.
J. J. McRAE, Esq.,
Herbert's P. 0., Neshoba County, Mississippi.

DEPARTMENT OF WAR,

Office Indian 'Affairs.
Srn :. I transmit, herewith, descriptive .lists of scrip 1ssued to the parti es respectively designated thereon, on account of claims to land under
14th article Choctaw treaty of 1830, which have been examined and allowed
under the act of Congress approved August 23, 1842, entid~d "An act to
provide for the satisfaction of claims arising under the fourteenth and ninet eenth articles of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit' creek, concluded in September, one thousand eight hundred and thirty." These lists indicate the
e xtent of each individual claim designated thereon ; but ur.der the 3d section of the act aforesaid, not moie than one-half to which each is entitled
can be " delivered to said Indian until after his removal to the Choctaw territory west of the Mississippi river." That one·half has been
sent to J. J . .McRae, Esq., in Mississippi, for delivery to the lndians on
ce rtain conditions; and the scrip to such bears a number., or number and
letter, corresponding to those designated opposite the respective names
of the claimants on the lists. For instance, No. J, A , B, is the helftl of
a fa mily, and entitled to 640 a cres; this amount is divided into two pieces
of scrip or certificates, each signifying that he is entitled to 320 acr~s _of
l~nd?" to
taken out of any of the public lands in the S tate ~ of M1ss1ss1 pp1, Lo~1s1ana, Alabama, and Arkansas, subject to entry at pnvate ~ale."
One cer tificate bears the num ber of the claim alone, the other cert1ficat e

?~
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hears the number of th~ claim with the addition of the letter A. C
is A B's child, who was over ten years of age at the date of treaty and
e ntitled to 320 acres of lan d ; and E H is a child of same parent but
w as under ten years of age at that time, and entitled to 160 acres ~nly.
·C D has two pieces of scrip, each for 160 acre5, one bearing the number of the parent, with the addition of the letter B, the other bearini; the
' s~me number, with the addition · of Bb. E F likewise has two pieces,
.one bearing the parents' number, with the letter C added; the other the
s ame number, but Cc added. The certificates bearing the letters A,
Bb, and Cc, have not been transmitted , and will not be sent until the
·r espective claimants, or those entitled under those who have died, shaU
have arrived in the Choctaw nation west, due notice of which will be
-communicated to you.
·
· -I have been so particular in describing the marks and number of the
certificates, under the impression that it will be of use to you in giving
your instructions to the proper land officers in the States above name d,
<thaf they may the more readily ideatify the scrip when presented to them
i or ithe entry of land.
Very respectfully, your obe~ient servant,
T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD .
• THOMAS H. BLAKE, Esq.,

Commissioner of the General Land Office.

WAR DEPARTMENT~

Office Ind-i-an Affairs, November 25, 1844.
S1:R: I am directed by the Seeretary of War to inform you that there
w ill be transmitted to you to-day, by a private conveyance, 715 pieces of
.scrip .for Choctaw Indians, on claims reported by Messrs. Murray and
Vroom and by Messrs. Claiborne and Graves, with instructions and other
;papers respecting its delivery to the claimants.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD .
- ,J.

J. McREA, Esq.,
Herbert's P. U., Neshoba County, Mississippi.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Office Indian Affairs, November 8, 1844.
S1R: By direction of the Secretary of War, I enclose you the copy. of
letter addressed this day to Major William Armstrong, acting supermt endent Indian affairs of the Wes tern Territory.
Upon application to Major Armstrong, a license will be granted to yo
to tTade in the Choctaw country west of the Mississippi river.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servan·t,

T. HARTLEY CRAWFOR D.
B. GuTHR 1E, Esq.,
·
OJ Pennsylvan-ia, now in Washington city.
0

J o HN
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DEPARTMENT,

Office Indian Affa-irs, November 7, 1844.
Sm : I now transmit your appointment, made by direction of the Secretary of War, " as agent to witness the issues of provisions to the C~octaw Indians, on their · emigration from the State of Mississippi to the
west, and to see that the contract and covenants of Alexander Anderson,
John B. Forester, Samuel Cobb, and James Pickens, shall be complied
with in every p.articular, in the said removal and emigration, and to take
a muste.r roll or census of each party of Indians, as they shall reach the
east bank of the Mississippi river, on their way west."
I also enclose a bond, which you will execute, with two or,more sureties, in the penal sum of fifty thousand dollars, the sufficiency of the sureties to be certified by a United States judge or a United States district
attorney, a president judge or two associate judges of a State court, with
a certificate of the proper ~lerk, if either of the two last certify, that they
·hold the said officia) stations, before you enter upon your agency duties,
and transmit the same to this office.
You will please repair to Mississippi in season to accompany the first
party of emigrant Choctaws, who -are, by t,he contract, to set out on their
emigration before the commencement of the next year ; to remain with
· them from the commencement to t&e termination of the journey ; to see
that they are furnished with good and sound provisions during said journey, and that the said contract and covenants are-in all respects complied
with during said emigration. On the arrival of the party on the east bank
of the Mississippi, you will take a .census or muster.roll of the Indians, and
report the same immediately to this office, as you will communicate during the
emigration as often as yoi1 may find it convenient or necessary ; ·and, at the
close of each party's emigration, make a full report of you·r proceedings
and observations, and of the fulfilment or non-fulfilment of the said contract. If, during the removal, any violation of the contract shall take
place, y(\u will forthwith report the same to this ·department.
To enable you to discharge these duti:es, a copy of the contract referred
to will be sent to you to-morrow, addressed to your residence at Cleveland, Ohio.
The course prescribed for your conduct in referenee to the first emigrating party will govern you as to each of the others. If they become
necessary, additional instructions will be given you from time to time ..
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD .
N. BARSTow, Esq.,
Of Cleveland, Ohio, now i·n Washington, D. C.

HoRATIO

P. 8. Should any scrip be .placed in your hands, you will deli~er the
same faithfully, according to the instructions that you will receive from
·this department ; and should you receive any moneys to expend, you will
di~burse the same, and account fully therefor.

T. H. C.

\•
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DEPARTMEll\T,

Office Indian .11.ffairs, November 8, 1844.
-SIR: The following order has been received from the Secretary of ar,
which you will carry into effect, according to the law regulating intercourse
with the different Indian tribes, on application made by Mr. Guthrie, the
gentleman named in· the same :
DEPARTMENT, November 7, 1844.
"Mr. Crawford will instruct Mr. Armstrong, the actin~ superintendent
of Indian affairs, to grant a license to John B. Guthrie, of Pennsylvania,
fo 'trade with the Indians in the Cho.ctaw country west of the Mississippi
river,,for three years.
<<WAR

'' WILLIAM WILKINS,
Secretary of War."
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T .' HARTLEY CRAWFORD.
i\{·a jor WILLIAM ARMSTRONG,
·
, · Jfotf"!'g Sup't Indian Affairs, Choctaw Agency, west of Arkansas.

DEPA.RTME.tn,,December 26, 1844.
23d instant, I transmit, here~itb,
a e9py of the answer given thn>Ugh the Commissioner of Indian Affairs_ to
•tlie Gqmmissioner of the General Land Office, in relation to 1he scnp
ijisued,Jor Choctaw reserves under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek,
which, it is 'believed contains all the information required by your comWAR

'

.1

s,a: ,In answer to your letter of the

mupication.

RespectfulJy, &c.
· Hon.

WILLIAM

WILLIAM WILKINS,
Secretary of War.
CosT JOHNSON, Washington.

WAR DEPARTMENT, August 20, 1844.
GENTLEMEN: You require from me an answer to the proposition ~ubmitted to this department in your cemmunic:ition, without date, but recet~·ed
two or three days since, in relation to the removal of the Choctaw Indtanfrom the State af Mississippi.
I cannot accede to that proposition. The sum proposed is too high. It
is also based upon a misapprehension as to what has hitherto occurre? between the uepartment and the Choctaw Indians, in reference to their re moval from the State of .Mississippi. It would also leave the amount o
the comp_ensation to be paid to depend upon a contingency-the future
computation of the distance from the Mississippi river to the elected
home of the Indians. Whatever contract I may make mu ·t be cert io
and definite, and calculated to exclude all uncertainty and liability to different con tructions.
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General Anderson, of Tennessee, has a contract with the Governme-nt,.
entered into by Mr. Secretary Spencer, dated March 3d, 1843, for the
removal of those Indians by water, from Vicksbm:g to Fort Coffee, on the
Arkansas river.
The execution of this contract seems to be impracticable, because the
Indians are unwilling to remove by water~ They would be carried to a
country which they have not ~bosen for their future residence, and the
department would be compelled to make other contracts before even their
removal could be effected.
Taking up your o'ther and prior prqpositions, and giv~ng them my consideration, I offer to you to submit the compensation to be paid for the
collection and removal of the Indians from their present residences in
Mississippi to Fort Towson, to be estimated by J~uartermaster General
Jesup and Commissary General Gibson, and t,o give the contract upon the
terms to be decided by those officers of the Government.
l m~ke this proposition upon the ~xpress con~ition tha{ the.contract with
General Anderson ~hall be me~ged in the. ne.w cont,r a~ts) and all claim
under it .abandoned.
Colonel Fon:~ster, in addition to the two officers I have named, proppses to join with them the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. To this I
can have no objection.
General Gibson desires to leave the city ; I shall, therefore .be obliged by
your answer as soon as convenient, &c.

WILLJAM . WILKINS,
Secr(ttary of War.
Messrs. ANDER;soN,, RoB1NsoN, and. Fo1itESTER,

Was,hington, D. C.

Extract of a letter from the Commi$sio,ner qf Inilia,n .Affairs to John
J. McRae, Esq., dated 2d Dec~mb~rl 1842.
1

"It is expected that these In<lians will 1emove themselves; to do
which, it will be necessary that they sh~uld receive a amall advance when
t~ey are some distance on the way-say one-third when they have arnved at the Mississippi river, one-_third when they shall )have ~ntered the
Arkansas, which will insure the performance of the residue of the joor- •
ney; at the termination of which, the remaifling third will be paid. The
sum allowed for the whole ought not to exceed twenty dollars per head,
that being the a·mount fixed in the Cherokee treaty for compensation to
those who remove themselyes, and furnishing a precedent ; ' indeed, I should
suppose a smaller sum might meet the expenses when a number or a very
large family went at one time. To insure the utmost economy, not fewer
than fifty should go together; for, as the treaty does not fix any measure
of expense for the Choctaw emigration, those who choose to remove
themselves must do it at the ]east cost practicable while it consists with
their comfort."
'
The following extract of a le.tter to John J. McRae, Esq., dated March
16, 1843, shows what the department authorized to be paid in lieu of subsiste nce for a year after the removal of the Choctaws:
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" You will likewise inform them that we will pay, in lieu of a year'_
subsistence after !•hey arrive in their country west, thirty dollars ( . 30 )
per head, payable quarter yearly."

WASHINGTON C1TY,

May 15, 1844.

The undersigned respectfully states to the President, that in March ,
1843, he made a contract, which was formally entered into, und&r seal,
with the Government of the United States, for the removal of the Choctaw Indians from the State of Mississippi to the place of their destination
to the Choctaw country west. The undersigned was to receive the Io<Hans at the Mississippi river. The Goverpment prescribed that the removal should be made by water, in steamboats, and the contract was so
drawn.
The Indians, subsequent to that contract, held a council, at which they
-e xpressed a wish to go by land instead of ,nter. They wished the contract to be so modified, but did not wish it to he violated. Their attorney,
Colonel Forester, who is here, says, in a paper of the 6th of April, ad.dressed to the Secretary, that the Indians co'n sidered the contract sacred ..
They only desire- it modified.
Anxious to do all in his power to promote immediate emigration, in
.conformity with their views as to going by land, the undersigned addressed
a l~tter to the Secretary of War, in which he stated that "he proposed
that the Commissary General of Subsistence ( and he now adds the Quartermaster General, if desired) shall make an estimate of the difference of
the cost of removal by land . and by water; and whatever that difference
may be made by him, he was willing to abide· by, as the added estimate to
his contract." This he now repeats. The proposition he thinks just; the
terms are easy to be estimated and adjusted, and could be subjoined to
the contract in a few lines. He submits it to the President, because he
understands the subject has been or will he referred to him, for his final
action, and takes leave to add, that he is ready to execute his contract by
land or by water, as may be arranged as above stated.
With great respect,

A. ANDERSON.
To the

PRESIDENT.

WASHINGTON,

August 21, 1844.

A. Anderson, on the 6th April, 1844, submitted the following proposition to the Secretary of War, under the following circumstances: He
1ad made a contract with Secretary of War to emigrat~ the Indians by
water from Vicksburg to Fort Coffee. The Indians subsequently requested
that the Secretary would modify that contract with said Anderson, to go by
land instead of by water. To meet the views of the Indians, &c., he
proposed to modify it in these terms :
"I propose that the Commissary General of Subsistence shall make a
estimate of the difference of the coit of removal by land and by water ·
and whatever that difference may be made by him, I am willing to abi
by that difference, as the added estimate of my contract."

·c s6 J
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This Mr. Anderson believed to be just, as the Government was jnst as
much bound by the equity and legality of its r.cts as any citizen; and if
there be a higher obligation on the one than the other, it is upon the Government, on account of the higher dignity of its example.
The Secretary of War ·replies to that proposition, August the 20th, in
eonsequence of other propositions which said Anderson had submitted a
few days since, with a view to endeavor to bring the emigration toa commencement. The Secretary .says:
"Taking up your other and prior propositions, and giving them my consideration, I offer to you to submit the compensation to be paid for the
coJlection and removal of the 'Indians from their present residences in
Mississippi to Fort Towson, to be estimated by Quartermaster General
Jesup and .Commissary General Gibson, and to give the contract upon the
terms to be decided by those officers of the Government.
"I make this offer upon the express condition that the contract with
General Anderson shall be merged in the new contract, and all claims
under it abandoned."
Mr. Anderson was authorized by the Secretary to confer with those
officers.
He objects that this proposition is unjust, because it proposed to merge
his contract without one single cent of allowance to be made for it in the
estimate; and that the nett expense of executing the contract is proposed,
merely, and in truth, without the least compensation, but that the contractor shall bestow all his time, his agents, and- his forage and provision
wagons in the service for nothing. Such would be the result.
'
Mr. Aoderson therefore appeals to the President, and asks that his
proposition fa-st made shall be executed, in lieu of the one proposed by the
Secretary, and that the Secretary's proposition shall be modified, and that
the Commissary General shall setHe the preliminaries with him upon that
basis.
,
·
·., ,
All of which lie respectfully submits to the President:
A. ANDERSON.

HoPAHKA,

January .22, 1845.

MY DEAR Sm: The emigration of the Choctaws is progressing with
spirit and success. We have several encampments, ha:ving been compelled
to halt the main body for the purpose of allowing time for distant clans
· and such as were not ready in the first instance to be brought up with the
march. The last encampment which we have formed is in advance of
this point forty miles, and some of the bodies of Indians a much greater
distance. In that encampment we have about six hundred. When they
shall all be united, our numbers will considerably exceed a thousand. Our
progress may seem to have been slow, but to us here it is not so. The
movements which we have made have ' been active and persevering.
When a band of Indians are first marched from their homes, where we
have uniformly sent wagons for thein, after the first ·day or two they have ,
to he halt~d to prepare in various ways-to fit out the•tents, to give them an
opportumty of arranging their business, settling their debts, &c:; and
many of them are poor, and require clothing, &c. _The items which are
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necessary to their comfort are numerous ; and the delays which~ have
made have been essential to success aud to the colllfort of the Indian.
Mr. Barstow has been very actively engaged from camp to camp· an
his presence among the Indians has been exceedingly useful. Colone
McRae, the stationary agent, has also been most useful. I am sure, bow·ever,.that Mr. Barstow ought to have had power to employ a deputy,or
than one, to aid him. But I suppose this was intended, if he found it ne·
c'e ssary.
Some of the Indians come from a considerable distance. All of them
have their ponies, and there will not be less than two hundred Indian
horses; and I presmne that whatever is the actual cost of feeding them on
the rou_te, as they are not in the contract, the Government will pay. It i
cer,tainly due to the Indian, and perfectly just and proper. Their ponie
they will not sell.
'
l wrote you a few days since; and haviDg returned. from om· encampment furthest ir1 advance, I have thought it might he acceptable to you to
hear from us.
I remain, very respect(ully, yours~ &c.

,
Hon .. WILLIAM \\T ILKINs,
Secretary of: War.

W ASHINOTON

A. ANDERSON.

C.1TY,,

October 30, 1844.

Srn: On the 20th instant J had the honor to address you a letter, in
which I proposed, in the event that the two contracts entered into by you
with Messrs. A.nderson, Forester, Cobb, a,.nd Piekens-:-one for the removal ,
and Etu~jstence during the removal, of the Choctaw Indians now in the
State of Mississippi, and the other for the subsistence of said Indians for
.twelve months after their arrival in their own country west of the Mi siss-ippi river, &hould from any cause be annulled, that I would take both
of said contracts upon the same terms, and carry them out fully in each
and all their parts; and tendered as securities for the faithful execution
thereof. Messrs. Doremus, Suydam, & Nixon, of the city of New York ·
Talbot, Jones, & Co., of Baltimore; and Daniel Saffarans, of Tenne see.
Having been a bidder for one of the contracts, I have learned that no
contract would be entered into by the department with any bidder without requiring from them a bond, with good and sufficient.security, in a ·u
to be aamed by the department, for the faithful execution thereof. Th
bids of Messrs. Anderson, Forester, Cobb, and Pickens, having been acre •
ed for both contracts by you in preference to mine, I conceive that I bate
riaht to expect that the Secretary of \Var will require that all the tern
and conditions prescribed shall be fully complied with before their e ·er I
contracts arc approved.
The aggregate amount of the bonds r quired by you to be 0 fren b..
1essrs. Ander on, Forester, &c., is, as I under tand, 350,0 O. Tb
hav tendered or the approval of the department a bond signed by tb cms l:ve a principals, and by Messrs. William Cost Johnson and ich
ohn on, of tie tate of .Maryland, a their ecuriti s.
-ow, ir: if ·
can be sh wn the 1e rs. Johnsons are in truth aod in fact w rth
ms pecified in the bonds, or even a moiety of it, I hav nothing m
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t o say, and withdraw ~n objections to the approval. But if, on the contrary, it be made apparent that 1these individuals who hav~ been tendered
as security are wholly insufficient, that they are not worth one-eighth part
of the sum specified in the bonds, then, have I not a right respectfully to
ask that their several contracts be annulled, and given to others who stand
ready to furnish undoubted security faithfully to comply with all the requirements of the department? Believing that I am fully justified in the
position here assumed, J respectfully enclose herewith the certificate of
the clerk of Frederick county, .Marylanci, showing the value of all the
property belonging to the said Messrs. Johnsons, as appears on the assessor's book-which certificate is under the seal of the court, and therefore
furnishes conclusive evidence to my mind that they are wholly inadequate
to make secure to the Government a bond of $350,000.
I have heard it suggested, that Messrs. Anderson, Forester, Cobb, and
Pickens, were preferred not so much because they were the lowest bidders for these contracts, but because of the influence which it was supposed that Colonel Forester possessed over the Choctaws now in the
State of Mississippi. If this be so, I must be permitted to state here
what I have before stated to you oral(y. I have had an interview with
Mr. WilJiam Tyler, one of the Choctaw commissioners, on this supposed
influence of Colonel Forei;ter; and while he admitted that that gentleman could exert an influence over the Indians controlled by Cobb and
Pickens, numbering some twelve hundred, he had at the same time stated ,
that he had no influence at all with the remaining portions of the Choctaws; that it was notorious through the country, when a report was in circulation last spring fhat a contract had been made with Colonel Forester
for their emigration, great opposition was manifested in the nation, and
those who had influence with the Choctaws declared that it shouJd be
exerted to its fullest extent to prevent him from carrying out the emigration. If this was true then, it is no ·doubt so now, and removes all grounds
for any preference being given to him over others in the cont1'1ct.
I think proper to add,,that the names I have offered as securities, ·upon .
inquiry, will be found amply sufficient to cover the whole sum of $350,000,
the amount specified in the contracts with Messrs. Anderson, Forester, ·
Cobb, and Pickens; furthermore, that I am prepared to give the bonds
for the complete performance of the contracts within ten days.
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, y.our obedient servant,
RICHARD ADAMS.

The following ·was enclosed in the ~bove :
From the assessment books, 1844.

" Maryland, Frederick county, scT :
William C. Johnson, now' on 'the books, stands charged with persoMl property, in district No. 14, for - $730
Richard 'Johnson, now on the books, stands charged with personal
property, in district No. 14, for
1,043
For real
1,192
And in district No. 12; for real.
- 29,709"
Extract. Test ,:
H. SCHLEY, Clerls:.
OCTOBER 28, 1844.

c_osts, 18¾ cts.
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HoPAHKA, December 2, 1844.
Sm: I arrived at home about ten days since, but had a protracted trip, having been fifteen days on the way. On board the boat on
which I descended the Ohio I took a violent cold, and have been quite
sick ever since; but my health is now improving, ana I hope in a few
days to be able to attend actively to business. Many of the leading men
of the Choctaws, for whom I am concerned, have been in to see me, and
are much gratified with the result of my trip to Washington; they are
ready to emigrate, and I will be prepared to set out with a large party of
emigrants in a very few days after the arrival of the scrip in the case
confirmed. It is necessary the scrip should be here, for it will be impossible to effect an emigration until the Indians are satisfied by its arrival
that their claims have been settled. During my absence, disaffected and
bad white men had circulated among the Choctaws many falsehoods calculated to prevent them from going west, and I found them when I got
home in a state of great uncertainty and doubt about going, but I have
succeeded in quieting their fears and suspicions, and feel confident of emigrating a large party immediately. Those who called to see me, who
were the leading men of the tribe, after your letter was read, and every~
thing fully explained to them, were perfectly satisfied, and became
anxious for their departure; . if the scrip arrives here in time, I will be
off with a large party by the time this letter reaches you. { am makin~
all the necessary arrangements f;r their emigration as rapidly as possible,
and they will be completed in a few days.
In cases decided by the former board of commissioners, in which the
Indians are entitled to land, I would respectfully suggest the propriety of
appointing an agent, say .Mr. Guthrie or John J. McRae, to make -the locations. That course would give satisfaction to the Indians, and prevent
conflictions and much confusion. After you shall have settled the principles upon which the locations shall be made, the agent can have no difficulty in making them satisfactory to the claim.lnts, as the 1ndlans agree
among themselves what particular claimants are entitled to particular
tracts; and if it should be awarded to another, it produces bad feeling and
contention among the claimants.
I had the honor to receive your favor of the 15th ultimo yesterday. I
have not yet had an opportunity to explain its contents to the Indians,
but am sure it will be highly satisfactory to them. I have the honor to
transmit, herewith, a copy of a ctecision lately made by the court of appeals of this State, in which nearly all the points of construction of the
14th article of the treaty are decided. It was the unanimous decision o
the court. I will write to you again in a few days, and will keep you
constantly advised of my movements.
I have the honor to be, with great regard, your obedient servant,
JOHN B. FORESTER.
Hon. W1LLIA.M: WILKINS,
. Secretary of War.

MY DEAR

P. S. The bonds for the execution of the contracts shall be transmitted
by next mail; they would have been executed and sent on before , but fo
my illness.
'
J. B. F.
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WASHINGTON C1TY,

September 6, 1844.

Srn: The undersigned, attorney in fact of Samuel Cobb and James
Pickens, respectfully suggests that the contract for the twelve months' subsistence of the Choctaw Indians now east of the Missi~sippi river is no t
an open question, but has been closed by the prior proposition of the department to the Indians to give them $30 per head for said subsistence.
On the 16th of March, 1843, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in a
letter to John J. McRae, Esq., the lnd_ian agent, gave him the followiag
instructions :
"You will like\'·ise inform them ( speaking of t'he Indians) that we win
pay them, in lieu of a year's subsistence after they arrive in their country
west, thirty dollars per head, payable quarter yearly."
This proposition was separate and indE;pendent of all others. · It has no
condition upon it. It is not said, if the Indians will agree to other things,.
the Governmen~ will agree to this; but, on the co:ptrary, it is distinct from
every other, and was used as inducement for the Indians to move. It is
inducement now, and will exert an important influence.
This proposition the Indians accepted. It is not material as to the for m
of that acceptance! nor as to the manner in which the Government may
choose to carry it out. The Indians passed a resolution in council, that •
they did accept. The contract made by the Indians with McRae is additional evidence of their acceptance.
lf the Commissioner had power to give such instmctions as are quote d
from his letter above referred to, then the proposition is binding upon th e
Government; and the only question is, whether the Commissioner had the
power. Of this, it is presumed there is no doubt; and the question is
cJosed, unless the decision be that that act of the Government shall not
stand. The undersip;ned begs leave to refer, also, to the letter of the Commis5ioner of Indian Affairs of the 11th of January, !843, advising pre parations for removal to be made when he shall be informed that the
claims are settled.
The undersigned, as the attorney iu fact of the Indians, wjth full pow ers, proposes to make a contract based upon that proposition of the Go vernment of $30 per head, under such forms and arrangements as will make
the Government secure, and effect the great object had i~ view.
He submits to your consideration, that you will lay this particular pape r
before the President, and that the point may be decided in your conference
with him upon this subject, whether the act of the department, proposing
the above sum of $30 per head, does and ought as of right and policy to
bind it; in relation to which, no responsibility can test upon its present ,
head, because the rate is fixed at $30 by the act of the department on th e
16th of March, 1843. In the opinion of the undersigned, the mode of execution, to secure the Government and preserve faith with the Indians,
alone remains to be de<'ided.
·
All of which is respectfully submitted.
JOHN B. FORESTER,

'
Hon.

W1LLIAM WILKINS,

Secretary of War.

.Attorney -as aforesaid.
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\V ASHING TON C1TY, September 5, J844.
Srn: Having made a contract with the Government for the emioratio
of the Oh-0daw Indians from the interior of Mississippi to the Choe a
nation west, and arixious to prombte the good object of emigration, anti to
have harmoni-0us action throughout, in all the transactions connected therewith, and beheving His important to suecess, and its satisfactory execution ,
t hat the c-o-ntfact for subsistence should be made wtth those who have that
- of the emigrati~n, so that where' (he one ends the parties may be promptly
prepared to commence the year's supplies for the other, without the trouble
0 ,1~ uncertainty of notice, and confident it would aid us in our efforts to
induce emigration as speedi]y as may be necessary, and being placed under
special obligations to this effect in our emigration contracts, and the cont ract for subsistence being, indeed, essential to enable us to complete that
most effectually, and inasmuch as, havir.ig all these circumstances in view,
we can afford to take the contract for subsistence at a very low price, we
propose to make a contract with the Government for _the subsistence for
twelve months of all the Choctaws, after their arrival in the west, from
time to time, at $20 per head per annum.
'
Very respectfully,

A. ANDERSON.
JOHN B. FORESTER.
SAMUEL COBB,
By his attorney in fact, J. B. Forester.
JAMES PICKENS,
By his attorney in fact, J. B. Forester.
Hon.

\V1LLIAM WILKINS,

Secretary of War.

HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Dece'll~ber 22, 1842.
Srn: We perceive that, in your late estimates for the expenditures of
your department for the year 1843, no provision ia made for the removal
of the Choctaw Indians remaining east of _the Mississippi. This omission
we had anticipated, inasmuch as the commissioners lately appointed to adjust the Choctaw claims have two years allowed for the completion of their
duties. But we very much desire to•have those remaining Choctaws removed at the earliest possible period. Their removal is very much calle_d
for by pu blic opinion in Mississippi. With a view to their earliest possible removal, we most respectfully urge and request you to submit to the
proper committee of the House of Representatives an estimate of the
amount that will be required to effeet the removal and subsistence of these
Indians, to the end that an appropriation may be made at this session, and
t~us that the Indians may be removed as rapidly as their claims may be
<l1sp_osed of, an~ thus the State of Mississippi may be rid of this most annoying population.
Respectfully,

J~ THOMPSON.
R. J. WALKER.
WILLIAM 1\1. GWIN.
Hon. JOH """

,

S P E NCER,

Secretary of War.
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REPRESENTAT1vgs,

May 7, 1836.
Srn: A porti2n of the Choctaw Indians, amounting to some three or
four thousand, still remain in the limits of 11\e States of Alabama and Mississippi, a large proportion of whom are anxious to emigrate to the west,
if the means were provided by Government.
Letters have been received by the Mississippi delegation, stating that
the Choctaws in Mississippi are in a state of much excitement, and have
alreadv burned several houses on the frontier. There is some reason to .
fear that they may catch the war spirit now prevailing so, extensively
among the tribes of the South; and, under this impression, we respectfully
call your attention to the matter, and hope you will ask an appropriation
for the removal of such as are willing to emigrate. The object is to introduce this appropriation into the bill to carry into execution the Cheroke~
treaty, which will soon be before th-e House.
We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient serv~nts,
DA VlD DICKSON
J. F. CLAIBORNE.
JOHN BLACK.
I concur in reques~ing this appropriation.
R. J. WALKER.
I also concur in requesting this appropriation.
tt''

H. LYON.
Hon.

LEw1s

CAss.

MAY 4, 1844 .. ,j
The undersigned, Senators and Representatives from the States of Mis- .
sissippi and Alabama, would respectfully represent to the Secretary of '
War, that they deem it a matter of the utmost importan~e, that the meas- /,
ures heretofore recommended by thP.m, in relation to the emigration and
subsistence of the Choctaws, should be carried into immediate effect.
They are firmly impressed with the cooviction, that delay may totally defeat the emigration, and that this can only be carried into effect with the
aid and co-operation of the chiefs. They hope, therefore, to be indulged
in again calling the attention of the Secretary to this matter, and in ex-· .
pressing the desire that it may be urged to ~ speedy conclusion.
R. CHAPMAN.
T. M. TUCKER.
R. W. ROBERTS·.

JAMES E. BELSER:
F. G. McCONNELL.
R. J. WALK~R.
A. P. BAGBY.
GEO. S. HOUSTON.
JAMES DELLETT.
DJXON H. LEWIS.
I n addition to what I have said to you, I belie,·e, from the information
1 h ave, that it is highly expedient, if not necessary, to obtain the aid and
co-operation of the chiefs and headmen of the Indians, peaceably anci.

,
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quietly to effect their removal from our State. But I do not wLb or favor
any contract or ~rrangernent which shall give white men contracts under
the cover of kindness to Indians. If white men are to have the conlracts
let there he an open competition.
'

J. THOMPSON.
The undersig11ed, Senators and Representatives from the States of Mi sissippi and Alabama, would respectfully represent, that they desire the
emigration of the remainder of the Choctaw tribe from the limits of their
States, as- speedily as pr.acticable. It is their anxious desire that tbe Indians should be treated with humanity and kindness during as well as
after their I emoval. If the Choctaw chiefs will undertake this matter for
as small a price as white men, we think these chiefs might be preferred,as
they would be more likely to effect tlie emigration, and also to treat their
own red brethren with kindness. We would suggest that an estimate
might be made, by the Indian bureau and the Commissary department, of
the lowest price at which these objects could be effected, consistent with
humanity and a proper tr~atment of the In~ians, and that this price might
be allowed.

R. J. WAL KER.
JAMES DELLETT.

,..

DIXON H. LEWIS.
R. CHAPMAN.
W.R. KING.
T. M. TUCKER.
F. G. McCONNELL.
A. P. BAGBY.

GEO. S. HOUSTON.
J. THOMPSON.
W. H. HAMMETT.
On recommendation of the name above, W.W. PAYNE.

Copy of a letter sent to the Secretary of War the day it bears date.
FuLLER's HoTEL,

Washington City, October 31, 1844.
SIR : My conversation yesterday with you was very satisfactory to me
as for as it went, and I have to thank you for your kindness in offe_ring to
explain to me the manner in which you have done and was arrangrng the
Choctaw business in regard to the issue of scrip, &c. In all your remark
to General Dawson and myself, I discovered a disposition on your par~ to
favor the Indian, by giving him the benefit of the most liberal construc!ton
• of tl1c treaty in all cases where the terms of the treaty were suscep!tble
of t vo interpretations. In this I fully concur with you, and am gr~hfied
to st. te that I am pleased with what you have done, and what you mtend
to do) as expres cd in your conversation, to protect the interest of the
lndi, ns. You remarked, that you had no secrets in this matter whatever,

and that you , ould be pleased to answer any questions that I might cho
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-to ask you in regard to this matter. Believing, from the kind, frank, and
free manner in which you conv~rsed with me yesterday, that y~m were
perfectly sincere in making 'the offer, and that you are really desirous of
protecting the interests of the Indians, I have been induced to address to
you this communication. As I remarked to . you yesterday, l really ~ave
personally no interest in this claim, or scrip, as it is called, and we both
stand upon an eqqal footing in regard to it; but I have some friends who
are interested, as I remarked to you, and I wished them to be placed tipon
an equal footing, in point of informaqon, with any persons who may go
from this city or elsewhere . . I know the advantage of information in
these matters, and partiGularly in an Indian country; and I cannot believe
·t hat you, sir, who have in your, own breast all the information upon which
instructions for the issue of this scrip is to be based, will for a moment feel
disposed to take such a course in relation to it as will favor one man, or
set of men, to the injury of all others. 'J;'his you could do most effectually,
.did you desire to do so, by keeping the instructions of the agent, who is
to have possession of and to distribut~ the scrip sent, apd by refusing to
give information to any others than the chosen few of the place where,
and the time when, and the manner in which, the scrip is to be issuedwhether to the Indians themselves, or to those who claim to h~v.e pur~haled from them. To avoid this, I desire that the instructions to the
agent who is to pay -out this scrip should be made public here an~ in the
Indian country. This I consider higbly important both to the Indians and
the whites-that it should be publicly known, what place, and at what
,time, the scrip is to be issued to the claimants. l1nless this be done, much
and gross injustice may and will be done; for, as I remarked to you y~terday, tbe cases are not few where an Indian has sold to a half dozen
or more persons, and therefore it is important that
should ha.ve nptice,
that every one having · an interest , ·may be present at the time and place
where the scrip is to be isf;!_ued, a~d the.n, , with equal information to all ,
ea.ch may take the necessary steps to protect his own interest. By making
the instructions P'4blic, the distributing agent will be .saved from mqch.
trouble and perplexity in going into explanations; and if he desires to
comply with his instructions to the letter, and if 'he is to be left free from
favoritism .in the distribution, it will be a pleasure to hitn to know that
his duties are well understood by every one present, or having an inte1;est
in the matter. The plainer the instructions to the agent the better; and
the more publicity given to them, the better for ·au par ies concerned, l>oth
Indians and whites. Th.e pay roll kept by the agent should be acces~ible
to all, and nothing should be kept secret from those who are in t~rest~d.
By adopting this eourse, the department will escape censure, and all interested will be placed on an equal footing. Believing, fro m our conver·
sation yesterd:;iy, that. you will fully concur with me in the .views herein
expressed, I most respectfully ask that I may be furnished with a copy of
the instructions to be sent to the agent, in order that I may communicate
the same for the benefit of my friends in Mississippi, who are deeply fo.
,terested in the matter.
Your obedient and h1.J.mble servant,

all

DANIEL SAFFA~ANS.
Hon.

WILLIAM WILKINS,

Secretary of ;War•

.
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WASHINGTON C1TY,

November 7, 1844.

SIR: I addressed the above letter to the 1 Secretary of War, and sent i

to him on the day it bears date. I met him yesterday, and he remarked
to me that he had received my letter, and that he did not think it neces·
sary to answer it, requesting me at the same time to call upon you for this
information; that it was in your office, and that you would furnish it.
Your early reply to the above will confer a favor on the writer.
Your obedient_and humble servant,
DANIEL SAFFARANS.
Hon. T. HARTLEY CRA wFoRn,

Commlssioner of Indian Affairs.

This agreement, made this 21st day of September, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty.three, between John J. Mc·
Rae, enrolling and disbursing agent for the removal of the Choctaws now
east of the Mississippi river, in behalf of the United States, on the one
part, ana Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, captains of the Choctaw fo.
dians, of the county of Leake, and State of Mississippi, of the othe. part,
witnesseth :
. T0at the said Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, in consideration of
the agreement hereinafter contained, on the part of the United States,
and under the conditions and stipulations hereinafter set forth, do,
on their part, agree and promise to remove (an.d during such removal sub·
~st) all the Choctaws now in Mississippi known as the Pearl river, Yock~nookana! and Big Black Indians, and all others who may desire to jom
their party, and who will consent to emigrate, in parties of not less tbaa
two hundred, from their present places of abode to the first landing above
or below Vicksburg, as may be most convenient. They do furthermore
agree to deliver to the agent, on the part of the United States, appoi~ted
to take charge of them, the said Indians, within twenty days of any time
specified for their arrival at Vicksburg, provided the time so specified shall
not be later than the 1st day of November, 1843.
The provisions to be furnished the said Indians shall consist of the army
ration of the United States, issued daily to each and every Indian emigrat·
ing, except ardent spirits.
.
The said Samuel Cobb and James Pickens further agree and prom1 e
to subsist all the Indians that they may remove under the contract fo
twelve months from their arrival in the Choctaw country west.
The provisions to be furnished to the said Indians shall consist of or be
equivalent to the army rat~on of the United States, issued daily to ev~ry
Indian emigrated, excepting ardent spirits-the rations to be so varied
from the army ration as to suit the habits and mode of living of the Jn.
dians, and to be made as satisfactory to them as the army ration would be.
And the said John J . .r foRae, enrolling trnd disbursing agent for the
removal of the Choctaws now east of the Mississippi river, on behalf o
the United States, doth promise and agree, that the said Samuel Cobb an.
James Pickens shall be paid, for the removal f said Indian from their
pre ent pl e of a.bode to the first landir g above or below Vick bur,... a:
aforesaid, at the rate of ten dollars a head for all Chocta, •s, and the l reof Choctaw , removed and subsisted conformably to the terms and pro vis'on.
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of this instrument, on their producing muster rolls, properly certified, exhibiting the fact, with a receipt acknowledging the delivery of said Indians
to the agent of the Government.
If any of the Indians, or slaves of Indians, die on the route, payment for
removal tg be made for the distance they were removed, on the same
being duly proved to the satisfaction ?f the War Department, proportioned
to the rate stipulated for.the whole distance.
And the said John J. McRae, enrolling and disbursing agent for the
removal of the Choctaws now east of the Mississippi river, on behalf of
the United States, doth further promise and agree, that the said Samuel
Cobb and James Pickens shall be paid for subsisting all the Indians they
may remove under the contract, at the rate of thirty dollars per head, payable quarterly, during the twelve months of their subsistence, for all
Choctaws, and the slaves of Choctaws, removed, and who shall be subsisted conformably to the terms and provisions of this instrument. If any
of the Ini\ians, or slaves of Indians, die before the expiration of the year
for which said Samuel Cobb and James Pickens have ' contracted to sub-sist them, payment for subsistence to be made from th~ date of the commencement of the contraat for subsistence to the date of their death, on the
-same being fully proved to the satisfaction of the War Department, proportionate to the rate stipulated for the whole year.
It is further agreed, by and between the said John J. McRae, enrolling
and disbursing agent for the removal of the Choctaws now east of the Mississippi river, on behalf of the United States, and the said Samuel Cobb
and James Pickens, that the provisions and stipulations of this contract
shall be obligatory upon the parties thereto, only on the conditions following, to wit:
1st. That the whole of the scrip, or other evidences of title to land,
11warded to the emigrating Indians, shall be in the hands of said John J.
McRae before they leave their present homes, and shall be paid by him to
them, according to the provisions of the law.
2d. That he, the said McRae, shall accompany the said party of Indians
io their country west, and continue to act as disbursing agent to the GovGrnment for the pay for their removal and subsistence for twelve months after ·
their arrival w~t.
3d. That the said emigrating Indians shall be removed by land all the
way from their present homes to their country west, under the control
and superintendence of their captains and headmen and the said John J.
McRae.
4th. That the business of the Indians embraced in this contract shall be
settled, and their scrip and other evidences of title shall be in the hands
of the said John J. McRae, on or bef~re the 1st day of November next,
or not later than the 10th day of said month, as a later period will rende~
their removal impossible until the autumn of next year.
In testimony whereof, the said parties have hereunto set their hands and
seals, this 21st day of September, A. D. 1843.
JOHN J. McRAE,
[sEAL.]
SAMUEL COBB, his X mark, [SEAL.}
JAMES PICKENS, his x mark, [ sEAL.]
Interpreted and explained by me, and executed in my presenceJoHN ELLIS.
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WAR Dti:PARTMENT, October 25, 1843.
This contract was made wholly without authority, and can neitlier b
approved nor confirmed.
J. M. PORTER.

T~is agreement, made this third day of March, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, between
Hartley Crawford, Commissioner of Indian affairs, in behalf of the United States, on
the one part, and General Alexander Anderson, of the county of Kno.,
in.the State of Tennessee, of the other part, witnesseth:
That the said Alexander Anderson, in consideration of the agreement
hereinafter contained on the part of the United States, and under the
conditions and stipulations hereinafter set forth, doth on his part agree and
prom.is'e to transport by water, and in good and substantial steamboat or
steamboats, affording sufficient and comfortable accommodation to the Indians, and during such transportation to subsist, all the Choctaws now in
the State of Mississippi who will consent to emigrate in parties of not le
than two hundred, from the first landing, either above or below Vicksbur ,
as ~ay be most convenient to Fort Coffee, on the Arkansas river, Western
Territory, at such times as the agent on behalf of the United States sha\\
desi-gna,t e by a notice of at least twenty days beforehand-such notice to
be delivl!red at the post office at Vicksburg, and its period to be estimated from the day of its reaching said post office ; but it is expressly
understood, and hereby meant to be provided, that if the emigr~ting parties be not in readiness to start at any designated period, but within five
days thereafter, no allowance shall be made by the United States on any
claim for detention or damage; but if the detention shall extend beyond
five days over an<l above the day mentioned in the notice, then fifty dollars per day will be allowed for such detention, unless notice shall be
given within the time designated, with five days added, that a number
equal to two hundred cannot be procured to set out; and if such notice is
.not given within the time mentioned, and the allowance of fifty dollars
begins to run, it shall rease as soon as such notice is given; and no damage or damages for detention shall be allowed on any other account or
ground whatever. It is further understood, and hereby stipulated, th:tt if
during the months of August, September, and October, or any one or
more of said months or part of said months, the Arkansas river shall not
be navigable for steamboats, the emigration shall for such period or p~riods be suspended, to be recommenced as soon as the river shall airam
"be navigable, but not later in the season than the first day of November.
The provisions to be furnished the said Indians shall consist of the army ration of the United States, issued daily to each and every Indian emigrated, excepting ardent spirits.
•
And the said T. Hartley Crawford, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in
behalf of the United States, doth promise that the said Alexauder Anderson shall be paid for the above-specified services at the rate of ten dollar:
a head for all Choctaws transported and subsisted conformably to the term~
and provisions of this in trument, on his producing muster rolls, properl..
certified, exhibitive of the fact, with a receipt acknowledo-in the delirery o_f the said Indians to Major William Armstrong, the present agent

T:
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the Choctaws, or such other person as may be agent of the Choctaws, or
other duly authorized individual. If any of the Indians die on the voy- '
age, payment for transportation to be made for th~ dist~nce they were conveyed, on the same being duly proved, to the satisfaction of the War Department, proportioned after the rate stipulated for th~ whole distance.
In witness whereof, the parties hereunto have set their hands arid seals,
on the day and year first above written.

A. ANDERSON.
T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD,
. Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
Bond was given on t~e 3d Marc:h, 1843, for the performaqce of the
foregoing cor,tract, in the sum of fifty thousand dollars, with William M.
Gwin and H. M. Rawlings as sureties.

Articles of agreement, made and entered into this fifth day of Septem-

ber·, in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, between the
United States of America, by T. Hartley Crawford, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, of the one part, and Alexander Anderson, of Tennessee, John
B. Forer,ter, of Mississippi, and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, of Mississippi, by their attorney in fact, John B. ,Forester, of the other part, witness:
That whereas there are now in the State of Mississippi a large body of
Choctaw Indians, who remained east under the provisions of the treaty of
Danciog Rabbit creek, made in September, 1830, ( and ratified 24th February, 1831,) but whose removal to the Choctaw country west of the Mississippi is now urged by every consideration of policy and humanity; and
whereas the United' States having neither the legal power to coerce the
em!gration c,f these Indians, nor being under legal obligation to defray the
expense of such removal, are, neyertheless, willing to, bear the burd,en of
its cost, to gain the great objects of ridding Mississippi of this population, and
to free the Choctaws from the deteriorating influences that surround them;
and whereas, also, proposals for removing the said Indians to the west
have been submitted to the honorabl~ William Wilkins, Secretary of War
of the United States, by the said parties of the second part, which he has
decided to accept, and, having accepted, has ordered the said T. Hartley
Crawford to enter into this contract with the said Alexander Anderson,
John B. Forester, and. Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, by their attorney,
John B. Forester:
·
,
Now, it is hereby agreed, between the said parties of the first and second
parts befote mentioned, that the said Ale~ander Anderson, John B. Forester, Samuel Cobb, and James Pickens, under the stipulations and conditions hereinafter set forth, do on their part agree and promise to r~move
the said Choctaws, now in the State of Mississippi, var.iously est1mate4
at from four tho sand to seven thousand souls, provided they will conseqt
to emigrate from the said State, to the Choctaw cou,ntry in the west, be ..
tween the Arkansas and Red rivers, and to such parts Qr portions of said
district of country as the said emigrants shall select or agree on with thfir
western brothers for their permanent .s~ttlement or settlements in said ~is·
trict. The said removal it is most import~nt and desirable should con;imence within the present ye,~r, and at least one tbousapd C~octcJws must

r
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-move or their emigration begin before the commencement of 1845, and t
be prosecuted with all practicable diligence, and the whole of the aid
Indians must be emigrated before the last day of December, 1846, after
which this contract will be closed and terminated; and this extended time
is fixed for its execution and cessation because of the uncertainty of the
duration of the Choctaw commission now sitting in Mississippi, affordin(J'
the said Indians in such removal sufficient and comfortable accommodation,
and during the same to furnish them with wholesome provisions, and, in
all respects, to treat them with kindness and humanity. To insure which ,
to the greatest extent within the compass of the department, the said
Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester, Samuel Cobb, and James Pickens,
,covenant and engage to remove the said Indians, by land, to provide and
deliver to each Choctaw Indian ( man, woman, and child) one ration on
-each and every day of the emigration, and until their delivery to the aaent
of the United States in the west, as hereinafter stipulated, to consist of
one pound of good sound merchantable fresh beef or pork, or three-quarters o('a pound of good sound merchantable salt pork, three half pints of
-good sound merchantable corn or corn meal, or one pound of sweet sound
merchantable wheat flour, and four quarts of salt, to every one hundred
persons ; to furnish each and every soul with tents, to exclude ra: or
·snow, and to protect them from the weather, in such number to a tent a
shall make the use of it comfortable ; to pay all ferriages on the r~ute ;
to provide ample medical attendance and medicines suitable to the climate
to the said Indians on the journey, and until they are delivered over to
t he Government agent in the west. And there shall be provided for
-every fifty souls a wagon conveyance equal, whether draw~ by horses,
mules, or oxen, in burden to a four-horse draught wagon, which shall be
substantial, well covered, and in all respects in gooq condition, for the
•transportation of the emigrants ; and the said parties of the second part
shall transport all the baggage of the said Indians. The collecting of tbe
Indians, the feeding of them afterwards until they set out, and ever~ manner and description of expense attending their emigration from this moment until the agent west receipts for their delivery to him in the Cho~taw country, where they; may settle, is to be borne and paid by the said
Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester, and Samuel Cobb and Jame
Pickens. It is further agreed and understood, that the United State
shall, by such agent as they may appoint, take a muster roll or ~e~su_s o~
each party of Indians as they shall reach the east bank of the M1ss1ss1pp1
r iver, on their way west.
In consideration of the preceding covenants and of the services contracted to be rendered, the United States agree to pay to the said Ale a.nder Anderson, John B. Forester, Samuel Cobb, and James Pi~ens, the
·s um of twenty-six dollars and seventy-one afld one-half cents ( $26 71 ½)
for each and every Choctaw Indian they shall remove from the State of
Mississippi to the Choctaw country west, in fulfilment of the special term and covenants hereinbefore set forth, on the production of the receipt of
~illiam _Ar?1stron~, Esq., Choctaw agent and acting superintendent of Ind1~n affairs rn the Western Territory, or of such other agent as may be apointed to must~r and receive them ; which receipt shall be at the ~nd of a
uster roll or 11st of names of each party of emigrants as they arnve, a~d
all set forth and state that the Indians whose names have been so reg1.ered have beeo removed by the said Anderson, Forester, Cobb, a
1
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Pickens, according to this contract, and have been delivered at the points
or places where they intend permanently to locate themselves. It is expressly understood, however, that no payment, even on the production of
the said bills and receipts, shall be made by the United States to the said
Anderson, Forester, Cobb, and Pickens, beyond the amount of the appropriations now made for the removal and emigration of these Indians; nor
until Congress shall, from time to time, as shall be their pleasure, appropriate the necessary funds to meet the engagements of the Government
in this contract. ·
The United States, it is agreed, shall send with each or every of the
parties of emigrants an agent of their own, to witness the issues of provisions to the said Indians, and to see that the within covenants of the
said Anderson, Forester, Cobb, and Pickens, shall be complied with in
every particular.
And the said parties of the second part engage and covenant to act
with the greatest energy and industry, and to use all proper persuasion ·
and means to induce the said Indians to remove within the shortest practicable period, and that in no event shalt the United States hereafter be
subject to any claim for damages or compensation for any loss or injury
that may arise or be alleged to arise out of this contract, under any circumstances whatever, either from the delay or the refusal, in whole or in
part, of the said Choctaw Indians to remove west, or from any other cause
or reason whatever.
·
And, for the faithful performance of the covenants contained in these
.articles of agreement, a bond shall be given by the said Alexander Anderson, John B. F~orester, and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, to the
United States, in the sum of two hundred thousand dollars, ( $200,000,)
with two or mo~ securities, whose sufficiency shall be certified by a United States judge or district attorney, or be approved by the Secretary of
War. Thirty days are allowed for .filing said bond in the office of Indian
Affairs.
In witness whereof, the said T. Hartley Crawford ha~ hereunto set his
hand and seal as Commissioner of lndian Affairs, in obedience to the instructions of the Secretary of War, within referred to ; and the said Alex- ander Anderson and John B. Forester, and Samuel Cobb and James
Pickens, by their attorney in fact, John B. Forester, have hereunto set
t heir hands and seals, the day and year first above written.
T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD, [SEAL,]

Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
ALEXANDER ANDERSON,
JOHN B. FORESTER,
SAMUEL COBB and 2
JAMES PICKENS, S

[sEAL,]
[SEAL,]
[sEAL,]

By their attorney in fact, John B. Forester.
In presence of-( the words "or be alleged to arise," on this page, in ..
t erlined before signing)W 1LLIAM CosT JOHNSON.

s.

HUMES PORTER.

CHARLES

E. Mix.

Bond was given on 25th September, 1844 for the performance of the
foregoing contract, in ' the sum of $200 000 'with William Cost Johnson

and Richard Jo~nson as sureties.

'

'
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Articles of agreement made and entered into this tenth day of Septem-

ber, in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, between the
United States of America, by T. Hartley Crawford, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, of the one part, and Alexander Anderson, John B. Fore te
and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, by their attorney in fact, Johns:
Forester, of the other part, witnesseth :
•
That whereas there are several thousand Choctaw Indians in the State
of Mississippi, for whose removal to the Cho-ctaw country west of the
Mississippi river a contract was entered into by the United States, with
Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester, Samuel ·Cobb, and James Pickens, on the 5th instant; and whereas it is intended, on the score of policy _and humanity, by the Government, to subsist them for twelve month
after their arrival in the country of their brethren in the west; to effect
which, it is necessary to contract for the supply of that subsistence, so that
the Government may have the assurance of its being furnished, and the
contractors be enabled to make the necessary preparation ; and wherea
also, proposals for furnishing the n.e cessary rations have been presented
to the Hon. William Wilkins, Secretarv of War of the United States, by
Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester,-and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, by their attorney in fact, John B. Forester, which he has decided to
accept, and, having accepted, has ordered the said T. Hartley Crawford
to enter into this 1contract with the said Alexander J\nderson, John B.
Forester, and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, by their attorney in fac.t,
John B. Forester:
·
Now, it is agreed, between the parties of the first and second parts before named, that the said parties of the second part, under the stipulations
and agr~ements hereinafter set forth, do, on their part, covenant and
agree to deliver to each and every Choctaw Indian ( man, woman, and
child) that shall be emigrated from the State of Mississippi to the Choctaw country in the west, for each and every day in the twelve month
that shall succeed the arrival of the said Indian (man, woman, o
child) in the west; the said period to begin and be computed from
the day on which the receipt of the agent of the Government for the
delivery of the Choctaw to him in the said western country shall be
dated, one Indian ration, as follows, viz : one pound of good sound merchantable fresh beef, or good sound merchantable fresh pork, or threequarters ( ¾) of a pound of good sound merchantable salt pork; threequarters ( i) of a quart of good sound merchantable corn or corn meal, or
one pound of sweet, sound, merchantable wheat flour, and four quarts o
salt to every one hundred persons, for the nine months running from the
first day of May to the thirty-first day of January; and that for each and
every day, running from the first day of February, inclusive, to the tir t
day of May, they will deliver to every Choctaw, (man, woman, or child
emigrated as aforesaid, the same ration, with this exception-that beef
shall form no part of it, but, in lieu thereof, salted pork or fresh pork, at the
.entire and free option of the Indians-the said parties of the second part
taking upon themselves the burden of ascertaining the description of p~rk
they may prefer. The parties aforesaid of the second part contractin a
a_nd covenanting to deliver the said rations in such quantities and at ucb
time~ and places as the actin~ superintendent of Indian affairs in the Wester~
Terntory, the permanent hoctav agent or pecial aaent of the Govern·
menl fot the purpose, as the duty may be confided to one or more of them
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prescribe and appoint; and they engage, further, to be ready to supply the
emigrants with rations on the very day and at the very moment when the
emigrant shall be delivered under the coptract of their removal o~ the 5th
September instant, to ·the agent of the Government in the west; and if
the said rations are not provided and ready for delivery on the arrival of
the said Choctaws as aforesaid, and the issuing thereof is not immediately
commenced; or if, at any time during the year, there should fail to be a
d~livery of the provisions hereb,r. contracted to be furnished, in the quantities and at the times and places required by the agent of the Government ,
or if they are issued and are deficient in quantity or quality, the agent or
agents of the Governven( aforesaid shall ~ave power to supply the rations
so undelivered or defective in quantity and quality, by purchase, at his
discretion; and the said parties of the second part hereby covenent to pay
the United States any increase of the cost of the rations so purchased over
and above what they engage to furnish them at, and any addition~! expenditure -growin_g out of or consequent upon said · purchase.
- In consideration whereof, the United States agree to pay the said Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester, and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, for
each and -every ration delivered in accordance with the foregoing stipulations, and ·accepted by the Government agent; the sum of five cents four
mills and a fraction, ( 5 cents 4 mills and a fraction,) making, for the entire
year's subsistence for each Choctaw, twenty dollars-pay ment to be made
( if Co~gress shall make the requisite app1:opriation) quarterly, on the production of the muster rolls containing the names of the several Choctaw
emigrants, with provision checks for the several issues, certified by the
Government agent-it being distinctly understood that these payments
must wait the pl~asnre of Qongress as to appropriations for meeting the
undertakings of tpe Government in this contract; and that t~e Government shall have the right to appoint an agent or agents for the purpose of
witnessing the issues of the rations, and to see that they are of tqe stipulated qttality, in proper quantity, and issued at the times and places required, to the Indi'ans entitled to them, or to assign these duties to one o
.
more of its permanent agents.
And for the faithful performance of the several covenants hereinbefore
contained and set forth, a bond shall be executed to the United States, in
the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, by the said parties of
the second part, with two or more securities, the sufficiency of whom to
be certified by a United States judge or United States district attorney ~
or approved by the Secretary of War.
In witness whereof, ,the said T. Hartley Crawford has hereunto set his
hand and seal as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in obedience to the instructions of the Secretary of War within referred to ; and the ,said Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester, and Samuel Cobb and James Pie:kens,
by their attorney in fact, John B. Forester, have hereunto set their hands
and seals, the day and year first above written.
.
T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD, [sEAL,]

Commissioner of Indian A.ffairs.
A. ANDERSON,

·
[sEAL,]
JOHN B. FORESTER,
[SEAL,]
SAMUEL COBB and ~
(sEAL. ]
JAMES PICKENS,
5
By their attorney in fact, John B. Forester.
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In presence of-( the words " a fraction, 5 cents four mills and a frae·
·tion," being inserted on the foregoing page before signing, and the wor
"' thirty," on first page)SAMUEL HUMES PORTER.
CHARLES

E. Mu.

Bond was given on the 25th September, 1844, for the performance of
the foi'egoing contract, in the sum of $150,000, with William Cost John·s on and Richard Johnson as sureties.

· Know all men by these presents, that we, John J. McRae, John Dyes ,
George Gardiner, and Joshua Dyess, are held and firmly bound unto the
United States of America, in the sum of twenty thousand dollars, lawful
money of the United States, to be paid to the United States; for which
payment, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, and each of us,
.anrl each of our heirs, executors, and administrators, for and in the whole,
jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. Sealed with our seals;
dated the 31st day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
·h undred and forty-three, and of the Independence of the United States the
-s ixty.seventh.
·
The condition of this obligation is such, that wliereas the above•bound.en
John J. McRae has bzen appointed enrolling and disbursing agent for
the removal of the Choctaw Indians remaining east of the Mississippi, and
has accepted said appointment: Now, if the said John J. McRae shall
and -doth, at all times, henceforth and during his holding and remaining in
said office, carefully discharge the duties thereof, and faithfully expend all
public moneys, and honestly account for the same, and for all public prop·
perty which shall or may come into his hands in his said capacity of enrolling and disbursing agent for the Choctaw Indians remaining east of
the Mississippi river, and shall promptly turn over all balances whenever
-called upon to do so, without fraud or delay, then the above obligation to
.be void, otherwise to remain in full force and virtue.
JOHN J. McRAE,
[sEAL,]

JOHN DYESS,

[sEAL,]

GEORGE GARDINER, [sEAL,]
JOSHUA DYESS,
[sEAL.J
Signed and delivered in presence ofP. P. BowEN,
JoHN McHAUGHTON.
JAMES BRIGGS .
. JOHN

H.

JOHNSON.

I, Samuel J. Gholson, judge of the United States courts for the State of
Mississippi, hereby certify that the securities to the afore going bond are
amply sufficient for the penalty thereof. Given under my hand, this 24th
February, A. D. 1843.

S. J. GHOLSON,
n. C. for Mississippi.

Judge of U.S.
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I, John J. McRae, swear that I will well and faithfully serve the Unit•
ed States in the office of enrolling and disbursing agent for the Choctaw
Indians remaining east of the Mississippi river; that I will carefully attend to all such orders and instructions as I shall, from time to time, receive from the President of the United States, the Secretary of War, or
the person under whose direction I am or may be placed; and that, in all
things belonging to my said office, during my continuance therein, I will
faithfully, justly, and truly, according to the best of my skill and judgment,
do equal and impartial justice, without fraud, favor, or affection.
JOHN J. McRAE.
Sworn and sub-scribed before me, thi_s 25th day of February, 1843.
S. J. GHOLSON,

Judge U. S. D. C.for Mississippi.
T

DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE,

Natchez, February 8, 1843.
I certify that, having no personal knowledge of the securities to the
within bond, I can give no opinion as to the sufficiency fomided on such
knowledge, but, from representations made to me by A. S. Arrington,
Charles T. Maguhuff, and E. :Ferguson, representing themselves to be
the near neighbors of the securities, I believe them to be sufficient for the
penalty.

R. A. GAINES,
United States Attorney.

Know all men by these presents, that we, Samuel Cobb, James Pickens,·
John B. Forester, John J. Guion, William . M. Hall, and Abram A. Halsey, are held and firmly bound unto the United States of America, in the
sum of one hundred thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States;
for which payment, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, and
each of us, and each of our heirs, executors, and adpiinistrators, for and
in the whole, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. Sealed with
our seals; dated the 21st day of September, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and forty-three.
The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above-bounden
Cobb and Pickens, their heirs, executors, or administrators, or any of
them, shall and do in all things well and truly observe, perform, fulfil~
accomplish, and keep, all and singular the covenants and agreements, whatsoever, which, on the part and behalf of the said Cobb and Pickens, their
heirs, executors, or administrators, are or ought to be observed, performed, fulfilled, accomplished, and kept, implied or mentioned in certain articles of agreement~ or contracts, bearing date the 21st day of September, one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, between John J.
McRae, enrolling and disbursing agent for the removal of the Choctaws
now east of the Mississippi river, for and in behalf of the United States,
and the said Cobb and Pickens, concerning the rem?ving and subsistin.g
of Choctaws, and the slaves of Choctaws, during their removal from their
present abode to t~e first landing above or below Vicksburg, as may be
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most convenient, and for their subsistence one year after their arri, tl i
the Choctaw country west of the Mississippi river, and in all other respect~ to comply with the contract above referred to, according to e
meamng and intent of the said agreement or contract, then the above O ligation to be in full force and effect.
In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and seals, i
21st day of September, 1843·.
SAMUEL COBB, his
mark, [sEAL.]
JAMES PICKENS,his
mark, [smAL.]
JOHN B. FORESTER,
[sEu.J
JO~N J. GUION,
[m1.J
- ..W . .M. HALL,
[m1.J
·
A. A. HALSEY,
[sm.]
Interpreted and explained by me, and executed in my presence-

+
+

JOHN ELLIS.

DAVID

F. DouGLA.s s .

Know all men by these presents, that we, Alexander Anderson, William M. Given, and A,. M. Rawlings, are held and firmly bound unto the
United States· of America, in the sum of fifty thousand dollars, \aw{u\
money of the United States, to be paid to the said United States; for
which payment, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, and_ each
of us, and each of our heirs, executors, and administrators, for and m the
whole, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. Sealed with our
seals ; dated the third day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty -three.
The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above-bounden
Alexander Anderson, his heirs, executors, or administrators, or any of
them, shall do in all things, as well and truly observe, perform, fulfil, accomplish, and k eep, all and singular the covenants 1 conditi?ns, and
agreements, whatsoever, which on the part and behalf of the sa1d Alexander Anderson, his heirs, e xecutors and administrators, are or ought to
be observed, performed, fulfilled, :ccomplished, and kept, implied or
m~ntioHed in certain articles of agreement or contract, bearing date the
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, between
Ti Hartley Crawford, Commissioner of Indian Affairs , for and in behalfof
t~e United States, and the said Alexander Anderson, concerning_the
transportation of Choctaws and their families from the first landfog etthey
above or below Vicksburg, to Fort Coffee, Arkansas river, Western Temtory, and in all other respects to comply with the contract above referred
to, according to the meaninrr and intent of the said agreement or contract
then the above obligation
be null and void, otherwise to remain in full
force and effect.

tg

A. ANDERSON,
[sEAL.]
WM. M. GIVEN,
[snL.]
A. M. RAWLh G , [sn~.]
ealed and delivered in presence ofH. MI L LER ,

'
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Know all men by these presents, that we, Alexander Anderson, Jolin
B. Forester, and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, by their attorney in
fact, John B. Forester, and - - - , are held and firmly bound unto the
United States of America, in the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, lawful money of the United States, to be paid to the said United States;
for which payment, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, and
e ach of us, our and each of our hei_rs, executors,, and admi0istrators, for
and in the whole, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. Sealed
w ith our seals ; dated the 12th day of December, in the year one thousand
eight hundred forty-four.
The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above-bounden Alexander Anderson, John B · Forester, and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, by their attorney iA ~act, John B. Forester, their heirs, executors,
administrators, or any of them, shall in, all things well and truly observe,
perform, fulfil, accomplish, and keep, all' al)d singular the covenants, conditions, and agreements, wh1tsoevel', which, on the part and behalf of the
said Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester, and Samuel Cobb and James
Pickens, their heirs, executors, or adtninistrator.s, or any of them, are or
ought to b•e observed, performed, fulfilled, ,accomplished, and kept, implied or mentioned in certain articles of agreement or contract, bearing
date the tenth day of September, one_thousand eight hundred and fortyfo ur, between the United States, by :.T. Hartley Crawford, Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, of the one part, and the said Alexander Anderson, John
B . Forester, and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, by their attorney in
fact, John B. Forester, of the other part, concerning the subsistence of the
Choctaw Indians intended to be removed from their present location to
the west of the Mississippi river, for twelve months from their arrival at
their new homes in the Choctaw country west, and in all and every respect to comply with the terms of the said articles of agreement or contract above refered to, according to the meaning and intent of the same,
then the above obligation to be null and void, otherwise to be and remain
i n full force and virtue.

A. ANDERSON,
JONN B. FORESTER,
SAMUEL COBB, his X mark,
JAM_ES PICKENS, his X mark,
AB'M A. HALSEY,
w. M. HALL,
'
B. J. JACOWAY,
JOHN J. GUION, ,
NORV AL DOUGLAS,
FR. s. HUNT, .
J. H BOWMAN,
W. H. BOWMAN,
W. A. WARE,
GUSTAVUS A. WARE ,

w.

P. PERK{NS,

Signed, sealed, and delivered , in presence ofW. CosT JOHNSON .
.
S igned by Samuel Cobb and James Picken~ in presence of- .

JoHN ELL1s, "Interpreter."

•

[SEAL.]
[SEAL,]

[sEAL.]
[sE.AL.]
[SEAL.]
[SEAL.]
[sEAL.]
[sEAL.]
(sEAL.]
[SEAL.]
[sEAL.]
[sEAL.]
[sEAL.]
[sEAL.]
[SEAL.]
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Signed by A. A. Halsey, and W. M. Hall, and John B. Forester,io pre
ence of-

W. R.

DOUGLAS.

JonN H. BowMAN.

I, Samuel J. Gholson, judge of the United States of America for the
southern and northern . districts of Mississippi, hereby certify that the curities to the foregoing bond are aniply sufficient for the penalty thereof.
Given under my hand, this 12th day of December, 1844.
S. J. GHOLSO ••
Know all men by these presents, that we, Alexander Anderson, John

B. Forester, and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, by their attorney in
fact, John B. Forester, are held and firmly bound unto the United tate
of America, in tlre sum of TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, ($200,000,)
lawful money of the United States, to be paid to the said United State ;
for which payment, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves and
each of us, our and each of our heirs, executors, and administrators, for
and in the whole, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. SEALED
WITH oua SEALS; dated the fifth day of September, one thouaand eiaht

hundred and forty-four.
THE CONDITION OF THIS O.JJLIGATION IS SUCH, that if the above-bounden
f Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester, Samuel Cobb, and James Pickens
their heirs, executors, or administrators, or any of them, shall in all thing
well and truly observe, perform, fulfil, accomplish, and keep, all and
singular the covenants, conditions, and agreements, whatsoever, which, on
the part and b<:;half of the said Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester,
Samuel Cobb, and James Pickens, their heirs, executors, or administrators, or any of them, are or ought to be observed, performed, fulfilled
accomplished, and kept, implied or mentioned in certain articles of agreement or contract, bearing date the fifth day of September, one thousand
eight hundred and forty-four, between the United States of America, by
T. Hartley Crawford, Commissioner of Jndian Affairs, of the one parti
and the said Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester, and Samuel Cobb and
James Pickens;by their attorney in fact, John B. Forester, of the other
part, concerning the removal and emigration of the Choctaw Indians yet
remaining in the State of Mississippi to the country \vest of the jJi Lsippi river, as provided for under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, of
September, 1830, (and ratified 24th February, 1831,) and in all anderer
respect to comply with the terms of the said articles of agreement or contract a~ove r~fe~red to, according to ~he meaning and intent of t~e . ame
then this obligation to be null and v01d, otherwise to be and remam m fu
force and virtue.
A. ANDERSON,
[ E.\L.]
JOHN B. FORESTER,
(sE L,]
, AMUEL COBB, his X mark, [sEAL,]
JAMES PlCKE S, his
mark, [ EAL, ]
ABM. A. HALSEY,
[r,EAL, ]
f

x

WM. H. BO V.MAN,
W. M. HALL,
BENJ. J. JACOWAY,

[sE.n,]
[sE.u.J
[sEAL,]
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JNO. J. GUION, (no seal.)
NORVAL DOUGLASS,
[sEAL,] ,
F. S. HUNT,
[sEAL,]
J. H. BOWMAN, Secretary, [sEAL,]
W. A. WARE,
[SEAL,]
GUSTAVUS A. WARE, , [SEAL,]
W. L. PERKIN,
[SEAL,]
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of-. , ·
JNo. H. BoWMAN,
'
·
W1LL1.ttM CosT JoHNSON,
.
Signed by Samuel Cobb and James Pickens in presence ofJ No. ELL Is, Interpreter. ,
Signed by A. A. Halsey, and W. M. Hall, and J. B. Forester, in
presence ofW.R. DOUGLASS • .
I, Samuel J. Gholson, judge of the United States of America for the
southern and northern district of Mississippi, hereby certify that the securities to the aforegoing bond ar~ amply sufficient for the penalty thereof.
Given under my hand, this 12th day; of December, 1844.
S. J. GHOLSON.

Know all men by thes·e presents, that we, Horatio N. Barsto'w ,. Reuben
Sheldon, Israel S. Converse, and Theodoric C. Severance, are held and
firmly bound unto the United States of Am~rica, in the sum of fifty thousand dollars, ($50,000,) lawful money of the United States, to be paid to
the said United States; to which payment, well and truly to be made, we
bind ourselves, and each of us, our and each of our heirs, executors, or
administrators, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. Sealed
with our seab ; dated the fifteenth day of November, in the year one
thou~and eight hundred and forty-four.
·
The condition of this obligation 1 is such, that if the above-bounden
Horatio N. Barstow, agent to witness the issues of provisions to the Choe. taw Indians on their emigration from the State of Mississippi to the west,
and to see that the contract and covenants of Alexander Anderson, John
B. Forester Samuel Cobb, and James Pickens, with the. United States,
shall be complied with in every particular on the said removal and emigration, and to take a muster roll or census of each party of Indians, as
they shall reach the east bank of the Mississippi river on,.their way west,
shall well and truly perform the duties of his office as said agent, and see
that true and faithful muster rolls be made out and kept of eacs party of
Choctaws emigrated, and witness that they are provided wit~ good and
sufficient rations daily, according to the contracts and covenants above referred to, as well as attend to the faithful delivery of scrip, should it be
thought proper to place any of the same in his handis, and also to disburse
and faithfully account for all moneys that it may become necessary to entrust to his charge, and punctuaIIy fuJfil and perform all acts that may be
4
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required of him in the premises, then this obligation to he null and void
otherwise to be and remain in full force and virtue.
'
HORATIO N,. BARSTOW,
[su 1 .]
REUBEN SHELDON,
[SEA.t.]
ISRAEL S. CONVERSE,
[SEA.L.)
THEODORIC C. SEVERANCE,[mL.]
Sealed and signed in presence ofHARRISON BELDEN,

0. E.

HUNTINGTON,

I hereby certify, that the securities to the foregoing bond are amply
sufficient for the penalty thereof.
B. BISSEL,
President Jud~e of the 14th Circuit of the State of Ohio.
THE STATE OF OHIO, CUYAHOGA COUNTY,

ss: .

J. F. Whittlesey, clerk of the court of common pleas in and for said
county, do hereby certify, that Benjamin Bissel is president judge of the
fourteenth judicial circuit of the State of Ohio, and that the above is his
signature.
Witness, F. Whittlesey, clerk of said court, at Cleveland, in said county, November 15, 1844.
·
F. WHITTLESEY,
By S. W. TREAT, Deputy.
Witnessed this twenty-eighth day of November, 1844, by us; (the seal
opposite one of the names of the sureties having been omitted, it is now
placed, and the bond delivered.)

o. E. HUNTINGTON.

HARRISON BELDEN.

Know all men by these presents, that we, Alexander Anderson, Joh n B.
Forester, and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, by their attorney in fact,
John B. Forester, William Cost Johnson, and Richard Johnson, are held
and firmly bound unto the United States of America, in the sum of two
hundred thousand dollars, ( $200,000,) lawful money of the United States ;
for which payment, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, and
each of us, our and each of our heirs, executors, and administrators, for
and in the whole, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. Sealed
with our seals ; dated the fifth day of September, one thousand eight hundred and forty-four.
The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above-bounden Ale1ander Anderson, John B. Forester, Samuel Cobb, and James Pickens
their heirs, executors, or administrators, or any of them, shall in all tbi~
· well and truly observe, perform, fulfil, accomplish, and keep, all and sm·
gular the covenants, conditions, and agreements, whatsoever, which, o
the part and behalf of the said Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester
amuel Cobb, and James Pickens, their heirs, executors, or administrator
or_any of them, are or ought to be observed, performed, fulfilled , acco
pbshed, and kept, implied or mentioned in certain articles of agreeme
or contract, bearing date the fifth day of September, one thousand ei
hundred and forty-four, between the United States of America, by T.
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Hartley Crawfo1·d, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, of the one part, and
the said Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester, and Samuel Cobb _an~
James Pickens, by their attorney in fact, John B. Forester, of the other
part, concerning the removal and emigration of the Choctaw Indians yet
remaining in the State of Mississippi, to the country west of the Mississippi river, as provided for under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, of
September, 1830, ( and ratified 24th February, 1881,) and in all and
every respect to comply with the terms of the said articles ' of agreement
or contract above referred to, according to the meaning and intent of the
same, then this obligation to be null and void, otherwise to be and remain
in full force and virtue.

A. ANDERSON,
JOHN B. FORESTER,
SAMUEL COBB and l
JAMES PICKENS, S
By their attorney in fact, John B.

[SEAL,]
[SEAL.]
[SEAL.]
Forester.

WILLIAM COST JOH~SON, [SEAL,]
RICHARD JOHNSON,
[SEAL,]
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of*

s.

HUMES PORTER.
CHARLES E. Mix.
josEPH L. SMITH.

SEPTE¥BER

25, 1844.

OFFICE OF THE U. 8. ATTORNEY OF MARYLAND.
The annexed bond having, together with the contract to which it relates,
been submitted for my approval, I hereby certify, that, from the best information I can obtain as to the ability of the parties to the same, I
believe them to be good and sufficient to secure to the United States the
faithful performance of the contract on which this bond is given.
Z. COLLINS LEE,
Attorney of the United States for Maryland.

Know all men by these prese~ts, that we, Alexander Anderson, John

B. Forester, and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, by their attorney in
fact, John B. Forester, and William Cost Johnson and Richard Johnson,
are held and firmly bound unto the United States of America, in the sum

of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, lawful money of the United
States, to be paid to the said United States; for which payment, well and
truly to be made, we bind ourselves, and each of us, our and each of our
heirs, executors, and administrators, for and in the whole, joiatly and
severally, firmly by these presents. Sealed with our seals ; dated the
tenth day of September, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fortyfour.
The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above-bounden Alex- ander Anderson, John B. Forester,and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens,
by their attorney in fact, John B. Forester, their heirs, executors, or administrators, or any of them, shall in aH things well and truly observe,
perform, fulfil, accomplish, and keep, aH and singular the covenants, con-
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ditions, and agreements, whatsoever, which, oh the part and behalf of the

said Alexander Anderson, John B. Forester, and Samuel Cobb and Jame
Pickens, their heirs, executors, or administra,tors, or any of them, are or
- ought to be observed, performed, fulfilled, accomplished, and kept, implied or mentioned in certain articles of agreement or contract, bearing
date the 10th day of September, one thousaD:d eight hundred and forty- four,
between the United States, by T. Hartley Crawford, C,ommissioner of lnd.ian Affairs, of the . one part, and the said Alexander Anderson, John B.
Forester, and Samuel Cobb and James Pickens, by their attorney in fact,
John B. Forester, of the other part, concerning the subsistence of the
Choctaw Indians intended to be removed from their present location to
the west of the Mississippi river, for twelve months from their arrival at
their new homes in the' Choctaw country west, and in all and every respect to comply with the terms of the said articles· of agreement or contract above referred _to, according to the meaning and intent of the same,
then the above obligation to be null and void, otherwise to remain in fu\\
, force and virtue.
[ SEAL,]
A. - ANDERSON,
[SEAL.]
JOHN B. FORESTER,
SAMUEL COBB and i
[m.L.)
JAMES PICKENS, S

By their attorney in fact, John B. Forester.
WILLIAM COST JOHNSON, [sEAL.}
RICHARD JOHNSON,
[sEAL.)
Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presen ce of-

S.

HUMES PORTER,

CHARLES E. Mix.
Jo&EPH . L. SMITH.
SEPTEMBER

25, 1844.
OFFICE OF THE

u. s. ATTORNEY OF MARYLAND,

The annexed bond, and the contr~ct to which it refers, having been
submitted to me for my approval, I hereby certify, that, from the best information I can receive as to the ability of th_e parties to the same, I believe them to be good and sufficient to secure to the United States tbe
faithful performance of the contract on which this bond is given.
Z. COLLINS LEE,
Attorney of the United States Jor Maryland.
BALTIMORE, October 2, 1844.

WASHINGTON, M()rch 20, 1 44.
Sin: Last summer the Executive department offered me the contrac
for subsisting the Choctaw Indians one year west of the Mississippi river
in accordance with the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. I was ind~ce
thereby to offer written proposals at eight and a quarter cents per rat10n,
wh~ch proposal was accepted by the Secretary of War. Subsequentl~ t
which, I learned that the Indians had in council accepted a proposal which
the department bad made to them to subsist themselves, which was mad
fi re and accepted after the proposal which I had made, and which t
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department had signed.
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Believing the proposition made by the Govern-

ment to the Indians was the most effective if not the only agreeable mode

to the Indians to secure their removal, I was unwilling that any ob2truction on my part should in any degree interpose to retard so desirable a
result, and accordingly addressed a note tG the President, in the absence
of the Secretary of War, stating that if the proposal which the Indians
had accepted of the Government to subsist themselves were adopted, I
would be willing to waive my contract. With this view, and animated
by such feelings, I was i'1duced to give you the same assurances in a conversation a few days ago, which I now more formally repeat in this communication; repeating, however, that should the Government reject the
proposition of Pickenj and Cobb to ·feed the Choctaws west of the Mississippi, I shall not only claim, but be ready at any time to consummate
the contract which I have entered into. The comse of your predecessor
I am not ignorant of, and it has been explained' in part to you, and I hope
no necessity may arise which will requ~re me to place it more fully and
. formally in the records of the department.
My object [is] now, and always has been, to do nothing to retard the emigration of the Indians; and, believing that the most expeditious, humane,
and satisfactory way was the one which they had agreed upon, I was not
willing to see it arrested for a moment longer than necessary.
l have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, &c.

'
To the

SECRETARY OF WAR.

WILLIAM COST JOHNSON.

